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DPLA BY THE NUMBERS

▸ Nearly 14 million records 

▸ 29 Hubs + 11 in development 

▸ 2100+ contributing institutions 

▸ 9 major metadata schemas (not all XML) 

▸ DPLA Metadata Application Profile (DPLA 
MAP) requires a Rights Statement - and 
there are A LOT of them (likely ~100,000 
different ones) 

▸ More words in the rights statement field 
than any other field 
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LET’S LOOK AT SOME 
RIGHTS STATEMENTS



IMAGINE YOU ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO BE A USER OF 
THESE COLLECTIONS…



















SEE WHY WE NEED 
STANDARDIZED RIGHTS 
STATEMENTS?





IN COPYRIGHT WORKS 



OUT OF COPYRIGHT WORKS 



UNDETERMINED 





PRINCIPLES OF STATEMENTS

▸ SIMPLE 

▸ FLEXIBLE 

▸ DESCRIPTIVE 

▸ ACCURATE (Did I say ACCURATE?) 

▸ TRANSPARENT



GOALS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

▸ Don’t add any new rights - rights should reflect the original/
source material 

▸ Remember as cultural heritage institutions, we are in the 
business of sharing our collections widely; we are not 
collection gate keepers - we are collection stewards 

▸ There isn’t always a definitive answer.  Many factors may 
contribute to determining the rights statement you assign 
to a given object. There may be more than one right answer. 

▸ As long as we are making the effort to be as accurate as 
possible, that’s our goal.  



IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES FOR DPLA NETWORK

▸ URIs will allow us to easily populate the display with data from 
the linked data endpoint. If URIs are included, no other 
information is needed by DPLA 

▸ Data included in a distinct field means we can easily find it. This 
means it is in: 

▸ a property not used by any other data, or 

▸ a specific instance of  a property that is used multiple times 
(i.e. first or last) 

▸ If you are using CC licenses instead of a standardized rights 
statement they will be handled the same way URIs are. 

▸ We can still handle your local rights statements, however these 
CAN’T contradict your standardized rights statement.
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