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UNIMARC
• Universal MARC – highly structured and 

adaptable
• Permanent UNIMARC Committee (PUC):

• maintains the UNIMARC format by 
discussing proposals documented by the 
UNIMARC Office on behalf of UNIMARC 
users and officially approving changes to the 
format. It liaises with Bibliography, 
Cataloguing and Classification & Indexing 
Sections, as well as with related Review 
Groups, on matters of mutual interest;

• reviews the further development of the 
UNIMARC format to encompass new 
functions and new forms of materials and 
officially approves the results, and

• acts as a review committee for UNIMARC 
documentation published by IFLA.
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Main Activities
• Annual meetings on 

proposals and discussion 
papers for format 
development

• Maintaining and publishing 
documentation

• Projects and working groups
• Conferences and UNIMARC 

Users Meetings
• Knowledge exchange and 

promotion
• Web page:

https://www.ifla.org/units/unimarc-rg/
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Proposals and discussion papers
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https://www.ifla.org/g/unimarc-rg/permanent-unimarc-committee-puc/ 

https://www.ifla.org/g/unimarc-rg/permanent-unimarc-committee-puc/


UNIMARC/B and UNIMARC/A -
development in 2024
• URI

• $3 – Authority Record Identifier or Standard Number (extended)
• $R – Real World Object (URI) (new)

• 27 proposals 
• Mostly for structuring and extending UNIMARC/A to accommodate 

attributes and relationships elements aligned with IFLA LRM 
• Cluster ISSN (within UNIMARC/B field 011)
• Electronic Archive Location and Access (new UNIMARC/B field 857)
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Manuals - UNIMARC Updates
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UNIMARC 
Guidelines



Projects and working groups

• UNIMARC – ISBDM Harmonisation – with ISBD Review Group Task 
Force on ISBD for Manifestation (in progress) 

• UNIMARC – IFLA LRM Mapping (closed)
• IFLA Namespaces – with Metatec (in progress)
• LRM, RDA, UNIMARC Authorities, BIBFRAME Mapping for Musical 

Works (in progress)
• Project “Future of UNIMARC” 

• Worldwide Survey: Landscape of Data Structure and Exchange Standards 
Survey

• 6th UNIMARC Users Meeting: Charting the Course: Future-Forward Cataloguing 
with UNIMARC, 12th November 2024 (Maribor, Slovenia/Online)
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Future of UNIMARC

The “Future of UNIMARC” project aims to facilitate exchanging, sharing 
and generating knowledge about the future of UNIMARC. 
The project focuses on exploring UNIMARC’s range of uses, increasing 
familiarity with its entity-relationship (ER) cataloguing track, and gathering 
information about the library community’s needs. 
This could be done through exploring current and future trends within the 
information technologies sector, gaining more knowledge as to where we 
stand now, what do and should we expect from UNIMARC in the future, 
taking into account all aspects of the format.

Follow the project: https://www.ifla.org/g/unimarc-rg/projects/
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Thank you for attention. 

More information? 
 Contact: branka.badovinac@izum.si 
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