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• ISBD  RDA

• COMARC format, which is based on the UNIMARC format

• Currently , we are using a data model of links between bibliographic and 
authority records; Entity-Relation model for bibliographic information is being 
prepared

• There are more than 6 million bibliographic records in the shared catalogue 
COBIB.SI and 2,5 million authority records 

• We have no authority records for titles

Environment of the Project
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Linking of bibliographic and authority records in COBISS –
Current situation 
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Decisions Made at the Beginning of the Project
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We are preparing initial authority records for works and expressions instead of 
classic authority records for titles. 

• “ISBD resource is containing intellectual and/or artistic content, and is 
designed, produced and published as an item and therefore a basis for a 
bibliographic record.”

• “A work is an intellectual or artistic content of a particular creation”.

• “An expression is a particular combination of characters expressing 
intellectual or artistic content”. 
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WHAT IS A WORK? 

Richard Smiraglia 
• works are conceptual and to some degree 

abstract; 
• each change means a new related work;
• a host of related works is linked to the 

original work.
Concept of mutations and related works  
works do not exist in a vacuum but in an 
interaction with other related works.

Barbara Tillett and Richard Smiraglia carried 
out in-depth studies, which showed a vast 
amount of bibliographic links, some that can 
be mapped, and some that cannot be 
mapped (intuitive relationships). 



© IZUM, 6th UNIMARC User’s Meeting, Maribor, Slovenia November 2024

Decisions Made at the Beginning of the Project

7

• Initial authority records will be created for works that are represented by two or 
more bibliographic records in COBIB.

• The project will be implemented in phases for each type of resources started with 
literary fiction.

• We will perform an automated aggregation of the bibliographic records for works 
in COBIB and, based on the relationships identified, we will create one or more 
work and expression records.

• Local field 912 will retain the link of the record for a work and an expression with 
COBIB records.
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Decisions Made at the Beginning of the Project
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• Records for work and expression will be created for:
• completed works of one or more authors
• collection of works based on compiling and editing of one or more works by 

another person or body
• performance of a literary, dramatic, or musical work

• Based on the content:
• texts
• cartographic works
• musical works
• moving pictures
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Grouping of Bibliographic Records for Literary Fiction

The first group includes bibliographic records for literary works of an author 
in the original language. 

• 7003=*
• 7004=070
• if 001b=I,  then 7024=550 is mandatory 
• 675c=82*
• 100c>1900
• 001b=a or b or i or l 
• 001c=m
• 105f=(a* or b or c or d or e or f or i* or z) or {135a=d (if 001b=l) or 125c=* or 126a=* (if 001b=i) and 

if 105f does not contain one of the following codes: b1, b2, b3, f1, f2, f3, f4, g*, h*, x*, z1, z2, z3 
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Grouping of Bibliographic Records for Literary Fiction

• The second group includes the translations of the author’s literary fiction.

• It differs from the first group only in that it does not exclude the translations 
of the author’s works from bibliographic records (101c and 500m) and that it 
must include translators (7024=730).

• The control file has been created for the translation works without the 
original language record.
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Distinguishing Between a Work and a Work…
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• In the following elements of the bibliographic description, relationships were 
found between works with the same author/title:

• all titles and responsibility information
• form, genre and other terms describing changes to the original work 
• notes
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Adaptation of the Work with the Same Title

Adaptations of the original work under the same title were found in the 
following bibliographic records:

7024=010 or 610a=prire* or 610a=skrajšan*or 200fg or 200e
contain a word from the file "PrirejenaDela“

The records were entered in the file “Predelave” and excluded from group 1 
(if the record does not contain 101c) or group 2 (if the record contains 101c).  

New work records is planned to be created from those bibliographic records.
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Adaptation of the Work with the Original Title

Example of a bibliographic record that is entered in the file “Predelava”:

ID=1907325 
2000 aRomeo and Juliet fWilliam Shakespeare gretold by Alistair
McCallum, illustrated by Isa Bancewicz
6100 zslv apriredbe
700 1 31071459 aShakespeare bWilliam f1564-1616 4070

 70211364007267 aMcCallum bAlistair f1954- 4070

The analysis of the “Predelava” file allows us to create a vocabulary of terms 
that will be used as part of the uniform title for the new work. 



© IZUM, 6th UNIMARC User’s Meeting, Maribor, Slovenia November 2024

Title of Work

14

• If we found a uniform title in the bibliographic records for the same work of 
bibliographic record, we have used it as the title of the work. 

• If we could not find a uniform title for the same work in the bibliographic records, 
we used the title that appeared most often in the bibliographic records as the 
title of the work.

•  When it was necessary to create multiple work records from a group of 
bibliographic records, we have added an identifier to the title of the work, which 
is either the form of the work, or a date associated with the work, or some other 
identifier that distinguishes the work. 
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Work Attributes

15

The following basic work attribute elements have been extracted from the 
bibliographic records:

• type of work
• intended audience of representative expression
• language of the text (only in the case of a clear identification of a 

representative expression of the work)
• duration of the recording for visual projections

Other attribute elements are included based on the quality assessment of the data 
in bibliographic records.
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Relationship Elements

16

We found the following relationships in the bibliographic records:

• Work < -- > Agent
• author person
• author corporative agent
• film director person
• film producer person
• composer person of work
• photographer person of work
• illustrations for work
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Relationship Elements

17

We found the following relationships in the bibliographic records:

• Work < -- > Work
• adaptation of work
• motion picture adaptation of work
• screenplay based on work
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Expression of a work

• The first type is created on the basis of the first realization of the work in 
alphanumeric or sound form.

• A second type is created when the work is expressed in a form different 
from the first (e.g. audio book).

• A third type is created for an expression in a different language.

• A fourth type is created for an aggregating expression.
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Work Record Example 



© IZUM, 6th UNIMARC User’s Meeting, Maribor, Slovenia November 2024 20

Representative Expression Example
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Translation of 



© IZUM, 6th UNIMARC User’s Meeting, Maribor, Slovenia November 2024 22

Aggregating Expression
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Film based on the novel 
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Our project, which is still in the testing phase, is an encouraging 
experience in transforming work data from ISBD bibliographic records 
into work and expression data as defined in the IFLA/LRM conceptual 
model.

We still have a lot of knowledge to acquire in order to correctly 
transform the work data of the different resources contained in the 
catalogues.

Thank you for your attention!
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