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The Central Institute for the Union Catalogue of Italian 
libraries, central branch of the Ministry of Culture, is 
the coordination centre of the National Library Service 
(SBN), manages the Digital Ecosystem of the national 
bibliographic services and the relative databases. 
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The structure of SBN
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POLI SBN 

Libraries: 6550
Nodes: 102
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 Modern: 19,058,521
 Early printed: 1,563,605
 Music: 
 Manuscript: 271,474
 Printed: 627,772
 Recordings: 2,091,030

 Video: 2,449,670
 Cartographic material:

59,341

 938.407 URI to digital
resources
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The Censis of Italian 16th-century
editions (EDIT 16) wills to provide a
thorough reference on Italian books
printed in the 16th century

69,158 editions
25,715 authors
5,785 printers

2,606 printers’ devices
73,550 digital images

18,590 URI to digital resources

1,597 partner libraries
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Manus Online is the main national project for the 
recording and description of the extensive
heritage of manuscript resources in the Latin 
alphabet from the Middle Age onwards preserved
in Italian libraries

456 partner libraries

192,025 records
300,766 names

343,891 titles
39,029​ digital images
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Critical issues

▪ systems individually developed and managed
▪ absence of central coordination and integrated 

development
▪ different standards
▪ different intended users
▪ different data models
▪ same resources not matching in individual 

databases
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Integrated Research System (SRI)

• single access point to all the ICCU managed
databases (SBN, EDIT16, Manus Online)

• system integration resulting in matching OPACs

• services more efficiently targeted on intended
audiences

• integrated management of digital resources
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Working stages
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