
Additional quotes: 

Mr. Tim Padfield, speaking on behalf of the International Council on Archives (ICA): 

“The EU made no attempt to address the wide range of problems, particularly relating to non-
commercial cross-border activities, identified by library and archive NGOs. It seems to value 
only internal commercial interests, ignoring the human rights and cultural needs of the rest of 
the world and its own interests in culture and research.” 

Ms Teresa Hackett, Electronic Information for Libraries IP Programme Manager: 

“Libraries in developing and transition countries seek a level playing field to provide people with 
information needed for education, research and development. Talks at WIPO, where 
international copyright law is shaped, must urgently get back on track to advance the goal of 
equal access to knowledge for all.”  

Professor Ronan Deazley, Copyright Policy Adviser to Scottish Council on Archives: 

“In Europe we have introduced a mandatory copyright exception specifically to enable and 
promote cross-border online access to library and archive collections, and yet the EU delegation 
at the WIPO negotiations repeatedly denied the need for such solutions within an international 
context. For many, the EU's position will smack of hypocrisy and economic self-interest."  

The Society of American Archivists (SAA)'s William Maher: 

"We had just spent a productive week discussing several specific examples of legal 
inconsistencies and ambiguities that block archival preservation and service across borders. 
After all that valuable dialogue, it was heart-wrenching to see an elite sector at WIPO 
obstinately thwart efforts at a global solution to a global problem.  It is also disappointing that the 
United States is not ready to assume a leadership role in working with the delegations of Brazil, 
Ecuador, India, Iran, Kenya, and others to craft a compromise. Nevertheless, those delegations 
showed that progress will not happen through unbalanced compromises, but by forthright 
adherence to a treaty that serves the world's knowledge needs through the service of archives 
and libraries." 

Ms Barbara Stratton, representative of CILIP: the Chartered Institute of Library and 
Information Professionals at WIPO: 

“The EU’s hostility to any substantive discussions that might lead towards an international 
copyright treaty for the benefit of libraries and archives is reminiscent of its opposition to a treaty 
for the benefit of blind, visually impaired and print disabled people for most of the five years of 
talks that concluded in the Marrakesh Treaty 2013. Ironically, the EU signed the Marrakesh 
Treaty at the same WIPO meeting last week where it sought to wreck discussions concerning 
libraries and archives.” 

 
 


