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MetLib Amsterdam 2013 



Zagreb City Libraires network 



Statistics for 2012.  

Members 
 133.957 users / 211.916 registered members 
 
Lending 
» 2,731.578 book volumes 
» 18.227 bounded and 773.245 separate periodical 

volumes 
» 236.694 items in various collections 
The total of 2,986.499 items 
 
Forums, exhibitions, given lectures, children workshops 
30.530 programs (154.713 visitors) 

Zagreb City Libraries 

Network of 42 libraries in Zagreb: 
 
City Library 
Božidar Adžija Library 
Mobile library service with two 
bibliobuses 
12 libraries with their local branches  
One library card 
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City Library of Zagreb 
Library was opened on December 7th, 1907 on the second floor 
of the Kamenita vrata tower  
 (population of 60.000 people) 
 
1937  City library relocated to the „Journalist Home” 
 (800 m² / population of 180.000 people.) 
 
1967  Local public libraries started to join City library 
 
1995  City library relocated to the „Starčević House” 
  (2.560 m² / population of 750.000 people) 
 
2007  100th anniversary 
 
2010  MetLib conference in Zagreb 
 
2012   22.337 members; 222.816 visits; 
             collection: 434.631 book volumes; 2.526 newspaper 
             and journal titles in 21.117 copies; 40.337 
             items in AV and other collections 
 
 
  



              In 1961 the City Assembly voted and included the project of building the City Library 
in the five years strategic plan. Also, they paid the Ostrogović architect office for 
desinging the new building which occupied  7.357 square metres.  

       

Project documentation dating from 1961 



  



Why the new City Library?  

        cummunication 

• organic, 
functional , 

• connects the 
interior with the 
environment  

        concept of the  institution 

• central, developing 

• consolidates, connects 
libraries, users and the public 

        relatioonship  between 
        the contents 

• organized, overlapping, 
flexible 

• with long-term impact on the 
wider environment 

Cultural and cummunication center 



Zagreb City Libraries network  
42 locations (City library, local libraries and branches) 

2 bibliobuses 



City library  
as a living room 



As creativity area… 



As learning space… 

  



As communication  
and multicultural center… 
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Interactivity, watching and listening… 
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Nova Gradska knjižnica kao komunikacijsko središte 

 
 

Harmonization of strategic goals / City Library in Zagreb Plans 2020. 

life quality 

life-long learning 

cooperation 

culture 

heritage 

multiculturality 

partnership 

social integration 



Life-quality  

• free access to collections, programs, 

• services, Internet, 

• development of creativity, self-confidence and 

• Creative abilities of all age groups 

• Encouraging reading programs - Best reader,  

• National quiz 

• Generational meetings 

• Creative workshops 

Social integration 

• Programs for the homeless Book for a Roof   
(The project received a grant from the EIFL in the 
category “Improving people’s employment 
prospects”) 

• The library wide open Doors - programs   
(The programs won the Second Prize in the  
ERSTE Foundation Award in 2007) 

• For people with disabilities 

• 65+ - programs for Third age 

 

Life-long learning 

• Education programs 

• Computer workshops 

• Ask a Librarian  

• Experts’ Meetings 

 

Multiculturality 

• Promoting mutual 
understanding 

• The World in Zagreb - 
presenting different 
states and nations  

 

Culture  
• Literary Friday 

• Exhibitions 

• Concerts 

• Book promotions 

• Publishing activity 

 

Heritage 

• Collection of valuable 
and rare books and 
manuscripts - RARA 

• Local history Collection 
Zagrabiensia 

• Croatian Centre for 
Children’s Book 

• Digitized Zagreb 
Heritage 

• Virtual exhibitions 

 



Partnership  
• Cultural and education institutions   

(more than 500 institutions) 

• Partnership on national and international level 

• International professional associations  
(IFLA, EBLIDA, METLIB, IAML, IRA) 

• ZAKI - software integrated in special, public and 
faculty libraries 

• DZB - digital repository is a common platform for 
many libraries and institutions  

• CSSU - life-long learning program for the librarians 
in cooperation with the National and university 
library  

• NSK - downloading of bibliographic entries, 
professional supervision, experts’ meetings, 
multiculturality, digitization - an agragate for 
Europeana 

• ICDL - international children’s digital library 
established ten years ago. Croatia was engaged on 
a national level in building this digital library since 
the beginning - through National and university 
library  

 

 

Cooperation 

• Croatian Book Month 

• Croatian Library Day 

• World Book Night 

• Night of Museums 

• Experts’ meetings 

• Projects and programs 

 





Central city axis / cultural axis 



1. Paromlin   2. Gredelj   3. Cultural axis (near the NSK) 

 

Locations 



Paromlin 
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Gredelj 







Thank you for your time and attention! 


