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• What are your issues, and why are they important to your 
association, your library community, your country/society?

• What  can we learn and share from each other?

• What can we all do together to  better advocate locally and 
globally?



Many Issues for Library Advocacy

• Value and Visibility of Libraries in Society

• Librarians as a professional 

• Library Funding

• Laws and regulations that that impact access

• Library Laws

• Freedoms and Principles

• Role in Social Development  (SDG’s)

• Convincing Library Community on Need to Advocate 



Some Successful Advocacy Efforts in U.S.A



Value and Visibility of Libraries in Society



An initiative of the American Library Association

http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/







http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/article/because-libraries-bring-communities-together

9,700 Libraries signed up as participants

95 Countries have participants

100 in Australia;  250 in Canada; 25 in Fiji; 14 in New 
Zealand



Librarians as Professionals



http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian

Over 1,000 librarians nominated 
each year by the public, faculty, 
administrators, students





Funding  for Libraries in United States



Over $250 million 





Target Audience was 
Congress as they actually 
fund the budget

Thousands of messages 
sent to them via email, 
Facebook, Twitter,etc.

Funding for 2018 
restored!

2019??



Get your 
message 
beyond the 
library 
community

https://www.cosmopolitan.com/politics/a9157850/trump-budget-libraries-funding/



The Siena College Research Poll:

60% of New Yorkers have recently utilized the resources of 
their local public library, with 75% of those respondents 
indicating they use the library at least once a month, and 25% 
indicating they visit at least once a week;

75% of respondents indicate their local library plays an 
important role in helping people find trustworthy information, 
including nearly 85% of Latino respondents;

47% of African-American, and 30% of Latino respondents, as 
well as 30% of those without a college education have recently 
used the library for career building and job seeking;

89% say their local library contributes an important role in 
creating educational opportunities for people of all ages;’

48% of respondents indicate that they have pursued personal 
learning activities through the offerings of their local library,.



Jacobs announces funding for 
Buffalo & Erie County Public 
Libraries
Mon, Aug 6th 2018 02:35 pm

All 12 branches in 60th Senate District will 
receive support

New York State Sen. Chris Jacobs 
announced he has secured $120,000 in 
state funding for the 12 branch libraries in 
the 60th Senate District. This funding will 
support program upgrades, additional 
supplies, and other improvements that will 
enhance the educational impact of these 
libraries on youth in these communities.

This is the second consecutive year Jacobs 
has been able to secure library funding, 
resulting in a cumulative total of Senate 
funding and competitive state aid of more 
than $330,000 for libraries in the 60th 
Senate District.

https://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2018/08/06/133607/jacobs-announces-funding-for-buffalo-erie-county-public-libraries





Laws and regulations that that impact access



Net Neutrality

Net neutrality is the principle 
that Internet service providers 
treat all data on the Internet 
equally, and not discriminate or 
charge differently by user, 
content, website, platform, 
application, type of attached 
equipment, or method of 
communication.

The U.S. Federal Communication Commission 
in December 2017  in repealed the Obama-
era open-internet rules set in 2015, which 
bars providers from blocking or slowing 
down access to content or charging 
consumers more for certain content.



Why Does Net Neutrality Matter to Libraries?

• The American Library Association is a strong 
advocate for intellectual freedom, which is 
the “right of all peoples to seek and receive 
information from all points of view without 
restriction.” 

• The Internet connects people of diverse 
geographical, political, or ideological origins, 
greatly enhancing everyone’s ability to share 
and to inform both themselves and others.

• ALA worked with coalition of others opposed 
to get Congress to overrule.  Currently effort 
is underway to change the ruling.  To be 
continued.





Convincing Library Community

on Need to Advocate







Freedoms and Principles



Increasing Interest 
in Responding to 
Social Justice Issues




