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Compact Memory – Internet Portal of  

German Jewish Periodicals  

Starting Point:  

• Worldwide about 5.000 Jewish periodicals (since 1650) 

• Essential resources for international Jewish Studies  

• Material is dispersed, endangered, not accessable  

• Different records (originals, copies, microforms) 

• Lack of complete sets and correct metadata  

• No interlibrary loan - Work has to be done in the library / travelling  

• Increased time and effort for librarians / users  

• High frequency of use  
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www.compactmemory.de 

  

• Content: whole range of Jewish periodicals - liberal; 

orthodox or conservative,zionist or cultural-zionist; 

scholarly or popular;   

• Quantity: 110 Jewish periodicals in 

      German speaking realm  

• 750.000 pages  

• Time: (1768) 1806-1938 

• Access: browsing and searching 
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Partners 

• Chair of German Jewish Literature  

 RWTH Aachen University – Prof. Hans Otto Horch 

• Germania Judaica (Library) 

 Cologne - Dr. Annette Haller 

• Judaica Division  

 University Library Frankfurt/Main – Dr. Rachel Heuberger 

• Semantics – IT Company Aachen  
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Quantity  
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Work program  

• Presentation of digital images according to the  'natural' 

structure of the periodical  

   [ Titel   volume  issue  ] 

• Indexing the bibliographical metadata of individual 

articles (RAK-WB) 

• Providing bibliographical metadata  

• Providing searchable fulltexts 

• Documentation  
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Front End 

• Intuitive search  
 [ newspaper  volume  issue  article ] 

• Simple and enlarged search possibilities 

• Exact and free fulltext search  

• Different functions for navigation  

• Download option for saving and printing (pdf)  

 

Future  

• Upload-option (interactivity)  

• Integration into virtual research environment 
(MyCompactmemory) 















Digital collections 

One portal  - many collections   

• Compact Memory  

• Freimann Collection 

• Hebrew Incunabula  

• Hebrew manuscripts 

• Judaica Frankfurt  

• Rothschild Collection 

• Yiddish prints 
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Why different collections 

• Material – manuscripts, prints  

• Type – monographs, periodicals,  

• Funding – different projects, DFG, Judaica Europeana 

• Historical development 

• Character – Library collection/ virtual collection   

• One portal – different levels of indexing  
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