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What is TDNP? 
About us 
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What is TDNP? 
• Dedicated to preserving Texas newspapers, from any time or place, 

for any title. 
• Thus far, we host nearly 3 million pages of newspapers, dating from 

1829 to present. 
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Workflow 
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Initial PDF Newspaper Projects 
Preservation on The Portal to Texas History 
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Initial PDF Newspaper Projects 

• Began working with PDFs in 2010. 
• Preserved PDF issues after receiving grants to digitize earlier, analog 

issues. 
• Earliest PDF issue is from 18 March 1998 (University of Dallas).   
• PDFs were acquired from publishers. 
• Permissions granted by publishers.  
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Initial PDF Newspaper Projects 



Initial PDF Newspaper Projects 

• Flexibility of Portal to embargo gives 
publishers confidence. 

• Example: Cherokeean Herald 
• When publishers see one successfully-

preserved title, they show interest.  
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Texas Press Association Archive 
Preserving Recent Texas History 
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TPA Archive Partnership 

• Collaboration with the Texas Press Association and NewzGroup out of 
Missouri.   

• 12TB of PDF newspapers, prepared for preservation through batch 
processing of PDF content.  

• Range from 2010-August 2014. 
• Scheduled transfer of 2014-2015 newspapers from NewzGroup. 

ana.krahmer@unt.edu 



TPA Archive Partnership: File Workflow 

• QC work performed after batch processing. 
• Add initial layer of metadata, pre-OCR. 
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TPA Archive Partnership: File Workflow 
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TPA Archive Partnership: File Workflow 
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TPA Archive Partnership: File Workflow 
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• Example of batch metadata for PDF 
issues 

• Applied in XML file to sets divided by 
year and/or by content changes 
(managing editor, publisher, 
masthead, etc.) 

• Newspapers uploaded with embargo 
are marked as “hidden”=TRUE. 



TPA Archive Partnership: Permissions 
• Publishers are busy, hard people to catch. 
• When they respond, they respond with interest, with the exception of 

large-city dailies. 
• Embargos have ranged from the most recent 6 months to 3 years. 
• The Texas Digital Newspaper Program holds a membership in the 

Texas Press Association. 
• Krahmer attends all TPA annual conventions and summer leadership 

meetings, along with as many regional Press Association meetings as 
possible.  

• Preservation is about establishing communication, trust. 
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Collaboration with Publishers 

• We have the capability to open or hide issues at publisher’s request. 
• We can unhide issues when the embargo period expires. 
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Technology and Standards 
File types, software, and metadata 
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Filetypes 

• The PDF print master is the preservation copy. 
• Save this into JPG format at 400 dpi, from which derivatives are 

created. 
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Software 

• Adobe Acrobat, batch-scripting capabilities 
• Batch renaming application 
• Python scripts 
• Microservices 
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A file is a file is a file is a. . .  

• After conversion, whether from analog to digital, or from one born-
digital filetype to another, processing is very similar. 

• Regardless of original format, issues are named according to 
yyyymmdded: 1901052301= the issue for May 23, 1901, edition 01, 
of a newspaper.   

• Metadata, with minor differences (“physical description” & bagit 
information), is the same for all newspapers.  
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Metadata 

• Minor bag-info differences: bag-info files (BagIt) for pdfs contain the 
following information (red text is unique to PDF materials).  

Source-Organization: University of North Texas Libraries 
Organization-Address: P. O. Box 305190, Denton, TX 76203-5190 
Contact-Name: Mark Phillips 
Contact-Phone: 940-565-2415 
Contact-Email: mark.phillips@unt.edu 
External-Description: Newspaper issues of the “NEWSPAPER NAME HERE" 
published in  
[ CITY], Texas. Issues were made available from born-digital  
PDF printmasters. Partner institution is the [partner library here].  Master files 
were PDF printmasters from which derivative JPGs were created. 
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Questions? 
Email: Ana.Krahmer@unt.edu 
Call: 940-565-3367 
Visit: http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP/ 
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