IFLA Green Library Project Award 2022 Submission

Adopt a plant at your public library!

The Plantotek project
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PLANTOTEK The P/antOtEk PrOJECt

The ongoing Plantotek project has been created in 2021, in the two public

libraries* located in Jette (Brussels, Belgium). It was based on three observations:

* Plants have a demonstrated effect on stress reduction?, increase well-being?

and lower pain and fatigue®

* The COVID pandemic and especially the lockdown has shown that people

need a contact with nature? especially in urban areas

* Even though many organizations (including the Jette’s libraries) offer free seeds, growing
plants from seeds is not easy for everyone (know-how, material, etc.)

°
5,;‘: Jette

* Brussels is officially bilingual and public libraries are run either by the French Community or the Dutch-speaking Flemish Community. The name of the f"é”(b-.bl. d.
project, Plantotek, was made as a compromise between plantotheque (French) and plantoteek (Dutch). jgtte \ '»Jﬁ 1. lb
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PLANTOTEK “

. Flem ish region

The Plantotek in context

%{"‘érusselsj :
e 5km? (3% of Brussels’ total surface)

Jette, Brussels

SogeEtE « ca 52.000 inhabitants (4% of the total

population of Brussels)
* Residential area, with families and elders
* Low and medium incomes

* Some parts of the area are densely

urbanized
Map adapted from Frangoise Audag-Dechamps, Belgium at a glance, Federal Public Service for Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and ° — —
Development Cooperation, 2015 and Institut Bruxellois de Statistique et d’Analyse et Observatoire de la Santé et du Social de Bruxelles- /IGbI, d,
Capitale (Commission communautaire commune), Zoom sur les communes : Jette, 2016. jgtte (\\ :'etlg s lb
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The Plantotek in context

Part of the population with

. 8795 nearby access to a green public
L

area in Brussels (2012)

Moyenne régionale : 81,78

Jette (77,34%) is below the

regional mean (81.75%).
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The Plantotek in context

The south-east part of Jette
(Woeste area) has the lowest rate
of access to a green public area

(67,50 %)

There are inequalities regarding
access to green public spaces, not

only in Jette but in the whole
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Brussels area® and can be

Woeste area correlated with other inequalities.
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PLANTOTE

Dutch-speaking
42.760 books
1.743 numbers
98 journals

* 4.665 readers

* 90 classes
e 76.493 loans*

from

e 11.493 DVD and CD

de Jette

Bib

* Pre-COVID numbers (2019)

One Plantotek, two libraries

French-speaking
89.665 books

2.219 numbers from
105 journals

1.112 CD/DVD
(documentary films and
audiobooks

6.602 readers, coming
from north-west area
of Brussels

96.463 loans*
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Photo: Stéphanie Weisser, 21 February 2022

i
Coiblo
© o jette

Jette

de Jette

Bib




ail
K‘

PLANTOTE

The Plantotek project offers the possibility, for everyone, to adopt and

bring back home plants, for free and without counterpart.

It is for now limited to 2 indoor plants and 3 outdoor plants per person
and per year. However, more plants can be adopted if the adopter
donates pots, cuttings, or plants, in order to stimulate the exchange

dynamics

Workshops are also organized in order to teach people to take care,

propagate and grow plants from seed and/or cutting.

What's Plantotek ?

Workshop Semis en famille [Family sowing], 18 June
2021. Photo: Stéphanie Weisser
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Why Plantotek ?

With this project, we aim to give access to plants to
everyone, and to contribute to provide a non-commercial

access to the living.

Growing plants help people to develop awareness about
guestions such as sustainable plant production, the place

(and lack) of nature in urban areas and the conservation of

biodiversity.
The Plantotek project was entirely created and is still Labels of plants ready to be adopted. Information regarding light
and water needs are provided. Barcodes are used for
managed with a near-zero budget and recycled resources inventorization and adoption management.
only, making it possible for any institution to set up. Photo: Stéphanie Weisser (2021) ' 7= Mo Joite
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Why Plantotek ?

QUALITY
EDUCATION

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

-

S i ;\ 10 :!NEEI]ﬂl{l[I:\El.?"ES

e
-

1 RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION s
AND PRODUCTION
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* 5 months of existence

The Plantotek in numbers

303 plants adopted

168 adopters

84 donations

5 workshops (limitations due to
Covid)

Left: Opening of the Plantotek, 7 October 2021. Photo: Vincent Vanderstokken. Right:
workshop with a class of 7-8 years old children (November 2021). Photo: Florence
Janssens (right)
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Adopteer eens een plant uit de bib
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Het Laatste Niews, 21 October 2021 [online version], 22 October 2021
[paper version]

The Plantotek: press coverage

Story by TV station BX1 (in French). Original version:
https://bx1.be/categories/news/la-plantotheque-de-jette-des-plantes-

parmi-les-livres-de-la-bibliotheque/

With English subtitles: https://youtu.be/Y584gZwXA6A
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https://bx1.be/categories/news/la-plantotheque-de-jette-des-plantes-parmi-les-livres-de-la-bibliotheque/
https://youtu.be/Y584gZwXA6A
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The Plantotek: press coverage

: Jettewn

JOURNAL 0'INFCRMATION DE LA COMMUNE DF JETTE OCTOBRE 2021

D cot automne, los Biblicthiques de Jette vous proposent granutement des plavies 4 emperter chea wous §rice 34 Bervice G

- artie Cing planten par an | rse € exdbiour ot deua € intérieur.
Des permanences et des #1e0ers Gransts suroed bew 3ur a33-8s4re 3 Geales Semples Gul permetient de garter v plavies

Viveies o€ o0 Bone sl 1’
Inauguration 30 octobes 2021 Appel
de la résidence Viva Halloween Parcours d'artistes

Salle des
Droits Humains

EDEVELOPPEMENT DURASLE D

Envie de plantes ?

Rendez-vous aux bibliothéques de Jette !

s Cot automne, 0s HRUGEMGUES G0 Jette vOUs Broe.
S00t gratutemest des plantes & emporter chaz veus grice
a5 nervice o La planisthique | Une sesle condition « dtre
Inscrt b la 810 su b BinlsJette

Ouverture officielle te ¥ octebre

Vo s e pecore e [ccacen e 46

o e prop Pamcten 7 Bendes veut

v ) W vendrad § octsten b T auteer €om
ek pous Wree scr cumeure el |

Camment ¢a fsactoenera,

concrétement 7 oz

Leesterrasne

Loasa o Btcettegan!

Piace Cargost Mo, 610

Announcement of the
launching of the
Plantotek in the
house-to-house
publication Jette info
(October 2021)
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etk The Plantotek: future developments

* Recycle waste (plastic pots and

withered plants) from local plant shops

* Set up a compost and a rainwater

harvesting system in the library

* A network of Plantotek in public
libraries in Brussels, in order to

contribute to fight inequalities in

Withered Primula found in the trash of a plant shop in February
2022. It is in good health and could be adopted after repotting.
Photo: Stéphanie Weisser

access to nature in Brussels
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Branch of a Crassula ovata donated in December

2021. As this plant is very easy to propagate, several
new plants will be made available for adoption from
this single donation. Photo: Stéphanie Weisser
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Gifts by donors. On the left : from the Jette’s service of plants in public areas (November 2021). On
the right : from a plant-lover (May 2021). Photos: Stéphanie Weisser
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Mother plants of the Plantotek are not available for adoptions but kept for
future propagation. Photos: Stéphanie Weisser

Three of the six shelves of the

Plantotek in the BiblioJette (French-

speaking Ilibrary.). Janyary 2022. y ,F'—T' . de et
Photo: Stéphanie Weisser v biblio
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The Plantotek in pictures

Outdoor plants of the Plantotek in
November 2021. Autumn is the
perfect season to plant fruit trees
and plants such as rhubarb,
gooseberries and raspberries, even
if they look not-so-much alive.
Photo: Stéphanie Weisser
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The Plantotek in pictures
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The Plantotek in pictures

In Belgium’s climatic and light

conditions, indoor plants that are

* Epipremnum Aureum (pothos)

* Begonia (they can grow from a
single leaf)

* Coleus

* Chlorophytum (spider plant)

* Tradescantia

* Sansevieria

Cuttings from mother plants are placed in water to root.
The duration of the process depends on the season: slower in autumn-winter, much faster in the spring.
Photo: Stéphanie Weisser, 21 February 2022
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PLANTOTEK “ Refe Frences
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PLANTOTEK “ ACkﬂOWledgmentS

The Plantotek project is supported by the Jette authorities (College of Mayer and Aldermen) and benefits from the precious help

of the Jette’s department in charge of plants in public space (Service Plantations)

A heartful thanks to the BiblioJette’ and Biblette’s teams, and their respective directors, Ewout Decoorne and Olivier Convens, for

their welcoming support and enthusiasm
A heartful thanks to Natacha Wallez (IESSID School, Brussels), director of the BA Thesis for which the Plantotek was created
Thanks to the many donors and adopters who make the Plantotek project alive!
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