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Motivation

➢ Role of GLAM community of India

➢ Challenges in unearthing the scholarly knowledge in scripts

➢ Inability of NMM (National Mission for Manuscript) to

ensure all-round support to scholarly community



Concept: Digital Humanities

“Modelling and recording traditional humanities data sets in
such a way that they can be read by both humans and
machines.”

- Steven Hayes, University of Sydney, Australia 

“Using digital media to explore, create, analyze and decode
meanings in cultural products, current affairs and social life.”

- Alex Sevigny, McMaster University, Canada

http://ccftp.scu.edu.cn/Download/505594d1-330f-4831-94a1-ec87d218345a.pdf

http://ccftp.scu.edu.cn/Download/505594d1-330f-4831-94a1-ec87d218345a.pdf


Concept : Brahmi Script

“The Rummindei pillar 
edict in Lumbini”

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37363661

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=37363661


Concept : Work done!

➢ Deployment of Brahmi script based collections

➢ Experimentation in JUXTA

In its absence

Before customization

After partial customization

After complete customization



Concept : JUXTA

➢“Juxta is an open-source cross-platform tool for

comparing and collating multiple witnesses to a single

textual work”

➢ It is a java-based application and can run on any personal

computer



“Document in the 
absence of Juxta”



“Document before 
customization in Juxta”



“Document after 
partial customization 
in Juxta”



“Document after 
customization in Juxta”



Findings

➢ Deployed collection was less susceptible to obsoletion

➢ Guarantees preservation of Manuscripts

➢ Unfolds infinite dimensions/possibilities to do research
for the scholarly community



Comparison view – one 
of the dimension from 
infinite dimensions



Challenges in the study

➢ Scarcity of Ancient Indian images

➢ Translation and Transliteration work due to pandemic

➢ Text encoding for some characters

➢ Lack of syntactic and semantic knowledge



Conclusion

➢ XML is appropriate for long term preservation

➢ Sustainability of Juxta

➢ JUXTA and Complex Digital Objects
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