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TO OUR READERS

We are pleased to present our bulIetin NEWSwhich is devoted
not only to information news, but to very useful articles on those
subjects of special interest, requested by colIeagues from dif-
ferent countrieso Special atention is paid to IFLA's 46th Ge-
neral Conference held in 1980, in Manila (Philippines) and to
the 47th General Council meeting to be held in Leipzig (East
Germany) in 1981. This information may be of help to those
planning to attend. We should Iike to ask your attention and
cooperation to make possible the presence in the above mentio-
ned meeting of many colIeagues from libraries, library schools,
professional organizations and institutions related to our field
in your country and we hope you will accept IFLA's invitation
to participate in this important evento
The theme of the 47th Conference which proved to be very

important, will be "National Institutions and Professional Libra-
rianship Organizations". lt is a theme of great interest for most
library associations in Latin Americaand the Caribbean which are
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evaluating their role in the profession as well as in the information
and Iibrary services development at a national leveI, especialIy in
what concerns the modification of concepts and philosophy
implied by the "Information Sector". During the Meeting, the
Medium Term Programme for 1981-1985, will be adopted. In
this same occasion will be held the elections for the Executive
Board and Standing Committees. The terms of offlce of the
majority of Stanàing Committe members expire during the
council meeting in Leipzig (august 1981).

This is a unique opportunity for the acceptance of Spanish
as an official language of the Federation together with the
integration of regional representatives within the different
IFLA professional groups; this wilI be possible thanks to a more
active participation of latinamerican professionals and institu-
tions so that further steps may be taken. lt is very important to
calI attention on the fact that members must pay their dues to
the Federation in order to be able to timely propose candidates
and vote in the elections. Each IFLA member may nominate
only one candidate for the Standing Committee of each sectiono
Candidates proposed must be nominated again by another regis-
tered member; these nominations must take place before april
13, 1981. The Mexican Librarians Association has proposed the
name of our colIeague Adolfo Rodriguez for one of the two
vacant posts in the Executive Board to be voted in the next
Council. We recommend our readers to consult IFLA's proce-
dure regulations in order to back the proposal of the Mexican
Librarians Association, contributing, thus, to increase the region's
representation in the Federationo

Since a greater IFLA presence in Latin America and the
Caribbean would necessarily require the affiliation to the Fede-
ration of the region's institutions and professionals, we should
be pleased to know if your affiliation has already been carried
out.
Rosario Gassol de Horowitz

IFLA/LAC President
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47th GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING LEIPZIG 1981

Leipzig, 17-22. August 1981

Organized with support of the Bibliotheksverband der Deutschen
Demokratischen Republik.

General Information

The main topic of the 47th General Council Meeting deals with
national institutions and professional organizations of librarianship;
aspects of national library development and of international co-
operation with special regard to
- library associations

library boards and advisory councils for librarianship
professional and scientific-methodological centres

- national centres for library services
- institutions and advisory councils for library research work.

Town of the Conference

Leipzig is a large city with a population of about 580.000. Its
townscape is shaped by many historically interesting buildings. It
is well known as an international commercial centre. Every year the
Leipzig Fairs are held in March and September, bringing together
exhibitors from ali over the worid. For several centuries Leipzig has
been a centre ofbook trade,and many publishing housesand printing
offices are located in the city. During the Spring Fair, the internatio-
nal Leiptig Book Fair takes place every year, whereas the Autumn
Fairs are enriched by an exhibition presenting the best designed
books of the year. At an interval of 5 to 6 years, the international
exhibition "Art of the Book" (IBA) is shown in Leipzig.

Furthermore, Leipzig is a centre of higher education. The Karl
Marx University, several colleges and professional schools, among
them schools for librarians and booksellers, are located in Leipzig.
There are also internationally known libraries, such as the 'Deutsche
Bücherei' the University Library of the Karl Marx University, the
Central Library for the Blind, and other libraries.

As a traditionalistic place of culture, Leipzig houses such world.
famous choirs and orchestras like the Thomaner chorus and the
Gewandhaus orchestra.

The 47th General Council Meeting will be opened with a plenary
session for ali participants in the Grand Opera House at the Karl Marx
Square. The following plenary sessions will be held in the 'Capitol'

movie theatre in the Petersstra(3e. The meetings of Divisions, Sections
and Round Tables will be held in the rooms of the Karl Marx Univer-
sity situated at the Karl Marx Square. Ali conference rooms are in
the centre of the city near the hotels, the main station and ali other
establishments like the pot-office, restaurants, bars, cinemas, shops
and so on.

Participants and guests

The Conference is open to alllibrarians and other interested persons.
A separate programme will be prepared for accompanying persons.

Registration fee

The participants of the Conference will have to pay a fee of US$
110 (US Dollars).

Further information concerning application, advance payment
and deadline for registration will be given in time.

Visa

For entry into the GDR a visa is necessary. Visa forms will be sent
out together with the invitation.

Accomodation

Lodgings for participants will be reserved at the Leipzig Inter-
hotels. The are located in the centre of the city near the Conference
buildings. As a rule it takes ten minutes walk from hotel to conferen.
ce rooms.

Moreover, lodgings will be reserved in students' hotels in the centre
of the town (primarily double rooms). The price for one bed in a
students' hotel will probably amount to US$ 15.

Excursions during the Conference

On Friday 21 August 1981, ali participants will have the oppor-
tunity to take part in excursions by bus.

Three destinations are offeÍ'ed for selection:

Dresden.Mei.J3en

This excursion will make you acquainted with the pretty old
towns along the river Elbe which are world.famous for their historic



buildings like the 'Zwinger' in Dresden or the 'Albrechtsburg' castle
in Mei{3en.The participants will be shown the picture gallery in Dres.
den's Zwinger, the treasury in the Grünes Gewõlbe, and the State
porcelain manufactury in Mei{3en.
Departure fron Leipzign: 8.00 a.m.
Return to Leipzig: about 10.00 p.m.

Weimar-Naumburg

The participants are invited to visit the Naumburg cathedral with
its world.famous sculptures as well as the places of activity of the
classics of German literature, Johann Wolfgang Goethe and Friedrich
Schiller, in Weimar. Furthermore, the programme includes thi sights
of this old culturallandscape of Thuringia.
Departure from Leipzig: 8.00 a.m.
Return to Leipzig: about 7.00 p.m.

Trips and excursions before and after the Conference

Persons interested are given the opportunity to use their partici.
pation in the 17th General Council Meeting of IFLA also for journeys
or trips to other towns of the GDR, such as the said places of day
excursions, to Berlin, capital of the GDR, etc. Such private stays
must be paid by the visitors themselves and are arranged by the
Tourist Office of the GDR. Persons interested are invited to apply to
the general manager of the Tourist Office of the GDR (Reisebüro
der DDR), DDR - 1020 Berlin, Alexanderplatz.

TraveI to Leipzig

Leipzig can be reached oy plane via the illternational aiq.lOrt in
Berlin-Schõnefeld; continuing to Leipzig by train. Berlin.Schõnefeld
station is 1000 metrs from the airport; there is a bus connection.
The running time of the train from Berlin.Schonefeld to Leipzig covers
about 2 hours. LeiiJzig hotels are ali near the main station. There are
also some direct air routes to Leipzig. Railway traffic to Leipzig is
direct, or also via Berlin, from alI European countries. Travei by car
is also possible, there are parking places at the hotels.

Climatic conditions

Leipzig has a temperate Middle European climate. In August tem-
peratures of about 20 to 30°C can be expected.
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Currency and expenses for the stay

The currency of the GDR is the Mark, which consists of 100
Pfennigs. There are coins at 1, 5, 10, 20 and 60 Pfennigs as well as
1, 2 and 5 marks (coins at 10 and 20 marks are less usual). Bank.
notes are circulated at 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 marks.

Breakfast at the hotel is about 5 to 10 marks, lunch or evening
meal about 10 to 20 marks.

The centre of the town offers several restaurants with lower prices.
During the Conference lunch can be taken in the students' dining hall
of Karl Marx University at about 2,50 to 4 marks.

Pre-seminar

For librarians from developing countries UNESCO and IFLA
jointly organized a seminar in Leipzig. This seminar is prepared by
the Library Association of the GDR which is also responsible for the
organization. Special invitations will be sent out for this seminar.

Postal address of the Conference

47th General Council Meeting of IFLA
Bibliotheksverband der
Deutschen Demokratischen Republik
DDR 1040 Berlin
Hermann.Matern-Stra{3e 57 Telex: zib dd 113247

IFLA'S 46th GENERAL CONFERENCE

Manila, Philippines, August 18-22, 1980

The IFLA'S 46th General Conference held in Philippines was the
first conference ever held in the Third World. Detailed information
can be found in IFLA Journal 6 (1980) 4 and 7 (1981) 1.

The theme of the Conference was: Development of Libraries and
Information Systems: Global Information Exchange for Greater
International Understanding. Even without the outstanding keynote
addresses the global information exchange for greater international
understanding would have been achieved by the over 100 programo
me meetings of the IFLA Divisions, Sections and Round Tables. The
officers of these professional groups really did their utmost to make
th~ir specific meetings worthwhile, which was one of the significant
features of this Conference. It proved that the professional groups
within IFLA -with very few exceptions- have become fully grown 3
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and have shouldered their global tasks in a responsible and imagina-
tive manner.

The Opening Ceremony "Encadre" by music played by the Presi-
dential Security Command Band the official opening of the Confe.
rence on 18.August was a truly memorable occasion for ali who were
privileged to attend it. The large auditorium was filled to overflowing
when the authorities made their entrance.

His Excellency Ferdinand E. Marcos, President of the Republic of
the Philippines, and the First Lady Madame Imelda Romualdez Mar.
cos, Minister of Human Settlements and Governor of Metro Manila,
were escorted by IFLA President EIse Granheim, First Vice.President
Günther Pflug, and Secretary.General Margreet Wijnstroom.

Representing the Director-General of Unesco and transmitting
Mr. M'Bow's greetings and good wishes for the success of the Confe.
rence, Kenneth H. Roberts (Division of the General Information
Programme) spoke of developments in the cooperation between
Unes co and IFLA since last year's Council meeting in Copenhagen.

The open forum of the Professional Board was chaired by H.P.
Geh who reported briefly on the main items the PB had dealt with in
the three meetíngs that had been held since the Council meeting in
Copenhagen (1979). As4he Financiai Officer, V. Popov, was unable
to attend the Conference, Mr. Geh read the Financiai Report.

He next spoke of the Medium.Term Programme 1981.1985 now
under preparation. The existing MTP was becoming outdated, and a
new statement of activities to be undertaken, as well as of the still
current projects, was now called for, not only for intemal use and
publicity purposes (membership campaigns), but because Unesco
and other supporting agencies needed to know what IFLA was doing
and planning for the near future.

Prof. A Neelameghan of the Institute of Library Science, Univer.
sity of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, Unesco/UNDP Project
Coordinator Post.Graduate Training Course for Science Information
Specialists in Southeast Asia, presented the keynote address on Some
Issues in Information Transfer: A Third World Development Perspec.
tive. His long and interesting paper touched upon the concept of
the "information sector" in development planning; the cost of com-
munication in technology transfer; development policies and infor-
mation policy; market-supplied information and institutional infor-
mation; technical publication capability; equal access to, and equal
benefits from the world's information sources; rural development
information needs, and a list of additional issues such as: consequen.
ces of information provision becoming an instrument of state policy;
distribution of the rights and controls over information; interaction
between search in, and utilization of existing stock of information,

and production and utilization of the needed information; compara-
tive appreciation of various means of information transfer; returns
and social cost of investment in information. The next speaker was
the Director of the Lenin State Library of the USSR, Moscow, N.S.
Kartashov, whose subject was Main Trends and Problems of Develop-
ment of Librarianship in a Multinational State, with Particular Refe-
rence to Conditions in Soviet Central Asia and Kazakhstan.

The second plenary meeting on the main conference theme took
place on Wednesday, 20 august 1980.

The first paper was presented by Carmen Guerrero Nakpil, a dis.
tinguished Philippine author. A book lover among book lovers, she
made in her short address a heartfelt appeal to the library communit
with whom authors shared the goal of removing misconceptions, to
serve international understanding and peace not only by dissemina-
ting books, the authors of which conveyed the message of goodwill,
but also by combatting the pollution of the spirit caused by negative
publications with a nefarious impact on readers.

The next speaker was J.S. Soosai, who surveyed the evolution of
international librarianship during the seventies, culminating in the
spectacular emergence of Third World library development and coo-
peration, in which IFLA and Unesco had played a significant role.
Mr. Soosai's paper was entitled: A Decade of International Library
Cooperation through IFLA: the Third Worl Perspective.

The agenda of the closing session contained:
Invitations to future conferences: Leipzig 1981; Montreal 1982;

Munich 1983; US 1985; Japan 1986. The preliminary invitation for
1984 (Kenya) could not yet be substantiated.



Nijhoff Grant. Paul Nauta read the jury reporto The prize for
1980 is awarded to Hans Raj Chopra, lecturer, Dept. of Library
Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh, India.
Mr. Nauta asked the Executive Board to approve a widening of

the scope of the conditions for participation to persons working
outside the teaching profession but able and willing to disseminate
their knowledge in their country.
The commemorative stamp.
To mark the opening of the 46th General Conference of IFLA,

the Philippine Postal Bureau issued on 18 august special stamps of
different denominations. The IFLA stamp was designed by Ching V.
Padilla, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. The stamp design
features a globe with people from ali walks of life interacting and
striving to attain greater intemational understanding and unity. The
circle symbolizes the dynamism of IFLA leadership, while the green
colour symbolizes hope, progress, and the universal aspirations of its
Members for intemational understanding and better life for ali peo.
pies of the world. A frame with the first day cover and blocks of
stamps was offered to IFLA through Ms. EIse Granheim.
The Pre-session Seminar
A UNESCO/IFLA pre.session seminar was held for colleagues

from developing countries, which was held in the week preceding the
main Conference. The theme was Library Education Programmes in
Developing Countries with special reference to Asia. A full report
will appear in the next issve of IFLA JOURNAL: 7 (1981) 1.
RESOLUTIONS AND STATEMENTS PRESENTED
TO THE IFLA GENERAL CONFERENCE 1980
Complete information on the totality of these statements and re-

solutions can be found in IFLA JOURNAL 6 (1980),4, pp. 393-399.

DIVISION OF REGIONAL ACTIVITIES
Section of Latin America and the Caribbean
Resolution l.
Considering that the Spanish language is one of the most widely

spoken languages in the world, that it is shared by a whole continent
and for this reason is one of the officiallanguages of the United Na.
tions, Unesco and many other international organizations, and consi.
dering also that the fact that it is not recognized by IFLA is the
main obstacle both to the participation of Latin America in IFLA's
activities. and thl' contribution of IFLA to library development in
the region: recomml'nds that steps be taken to gradually include
Spanish as one of IFLA's working languages.
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Resolution 2

The Section of Regional Activities: Latin America and the Carib.
bean considering the improvement of library training and education,
and the strengthening of library associations are the key towards an
effective contribution of IFLA to the development of Library anti
Information Science in the region, and considering as well the success
of the Unesco/IFLA Pre.conference Seminar on Library Education
Programmes in Developing Countries with special reference to Asia,
Manila 11-15 august 1980, recommenás.
1. That a similar event with special reference to Latin America and the
Caribbean be promoted jointly by Section of Library Schools
and other Training Aspects and the Section of Regional Activities.
Latin America and the Caribbean.

2. That the efforts made by the Asociación de Bibliotecarios Gra.
duados de la República Argentina, towards the strengthening of
the library associations in Latin America be effectively suppor.
ted by IFLA.

2. DIVISION OF LIBRARIES SERVING THE GENERAL
PUBLIC SECTION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES

Statement
The meeting of the Section of School Libraries in Manila learned

with interest of a resolution from the annual conference of the Inter.
national Association of School Librarianship in Vene:-;uela that Unes.
co's "Guidelines for the Planning and Organization of School Library
Media Centers" should be made available in a Spanish texto
As the sponsor of the Guidelines, the Section of School Libraries

wish to state that they fully support this resolution which would
facilitate school library development in Latin America.

3. DIVISION OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
Resolution on Latin American Seminar
From mány sides it has been suggested to direct attention to the

area of Latin America. From Latin America itself it has been sugo
gested to arrange a seminar on education and research topics, espe.
cially on the basis of the good success of the Unesco IFLA Pre.con.
ference Seminar at Manila, 1980. It is therefore suggested to arrange
under the aegis of the IFLA Division of Education and Research a
similar Pre-conference Seminar for Latin America in relation to the
IFLA General Conference at Montreal, 1982.
The Seminar will be arranged in cooperation with the IFLA Sec.

tion on Regional Activities: Latin America and the Caribbean. - 5



Portuguese and Latin American history. A great effort has been made
to offer a version corresponding to the culture and history of these
countries. This is not a simple translation but an adaptation of the
English Dewey Decimal Classification.

THE LONG EXPECTED VERSION IN SPANISH

Melvil Dewey's Decimal Classification

Adapted and translated into Spanish under Jorge Aguayo's direction

This is a completely new edition. It is not a revision of the former
Spanish edition. The 1955 translation was a one volume book; the
present one is a three volume one with 2.655 pages. Both of them
have the same basic goal which is to publish a Dewey Decimal Clas-
sification useful to the Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries.
Both editions have the same title and include the special scheme for
Law (D340), placed at the end of volume 1 of the new edition. Both
of them are special!y adapted for Spanish and Portuguese speaking
countries in the schemes of Religion, Law, Geography and Spanish,

3 volume set. ISBN 0-910608-26-1
Vol. 1. Introduction, auxiliary tables.
ISBN 0-910608-27-X
Vol. 2. Schedules. ISBN 0-910608-28-8
Vol. 3. Index. ISBN 0-910608-29-6

Send your orders to:
Forest Press
85 Watervliet Avenue
Albany, N.Y. 12206 U.S.A.

US$ 75.00

US$ 25.00
US$ 25.000
US$ 25.000
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A DECADE OF INTERNATIONAL
LIBRARY CO-OPERATION THROUGH
IFLA: ATHIRD WORLD PERSPECTNE

by J.S. Soosai

Chairman of
IFLA Section for Regional
Activites in Asia

The 1970s ushered in li new era of Interna-
tional Co-operation in Library Development es-
pecial!y among the developing countries. The
need was increasingly felt by the younger libra-
ry professions to look beyond national frontiers
for solutions to their many challenging problems.
The sharing of experiences and the pooling of
resources to their optimum advantage gained
wide appeal. Newer pathways for a fuller and
more effective role of librarians consonant with
the national and regional needs anã aspirations
gained expression.

The library profession in countries that
were linked by common bonds of economic,
political and cultural ties took ful! advantage of
their close relations to foster the establishment
of a regional grouping of librarians. Typical of
this trend in S.E. Asia was the holding of
the first conference of S.E. Asian Librarians
(CONSAL) in Singapore in august 1970, which
brought together the library professions from
seven South East Asian countries. Today, CON-
SAL has earned its rightful place as an authori-
ta tive regional arm of the profession.

Similar developments in other regions were
aiso evident at about the same period. In the
Caribbean, the Association of Caribbean Univer-
sity ando Research Libraries (ACURIL) was
established in 1969 with the same primary ob-
jective of sharing the regionallibrary resources.
The library professions in many of the develo-
ping countries which were former colonies
were brought together in the spirit of Interna-
tional Library Co-operation at the founding
of the Commonwealth Library Association
(COMLA) in 1971 in London. Associations
linking libraries with special subject interests in

different parts of the world were also formed.
Problems of libraries serving metropolitan areas
became the primary responsibility of the Inter-
national Association of Metropolitan Libraries
(INTAMEL) which was founded in 1968. Inter-
national Co-operation for the development of
school librarianship was recognised in the form-
ation of the Intemational Association of
School Librarianship (IASL) in 1971.

In keeping with this trend, the 37th IFLA
General Council meeting held in Liverpool in
1971 was in many ways a culmination of the
International Library Co-operation that has
already gained increasing momentum in regional
and international activity. The emergence of
IFLA on the scene depicting a new image of
worldwide interest and iJarticipation had a
catalytic effect on the growing interest in inter-
national library co-operation, IFLA's own
"International" image had to be reappraised
and redefined to incorporate the needs ,and as-
pirations of the younger library professions.
The first IFLA "Pre-session" seminar at Liver-
pool with a participación of thirty or .more li-
brarians from the third world countriesproved



grammes in an area that is greater than the total
area of Europe, North America and Australia
put together just does not make any sense.

Notwithstanding the geographical constraints
of the regional definition, a growth ofmore than
4000/0 in the IFLA membership from the third
world countries has been registered between

literary background makes the continued recog-
nition of this heterogeneous group as a regional
section questionable. With sufficient responde
and interest from the Middle East and Medite-
rranean countries, IFLA should soon give care-
fuI consideration to the establishment of a sepa-
rate regional section for the area. The practical
feasibility of attempting to initiate or co-ordi-
nate effective and meaningful professional pro-
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sed that the resolution would offer a tangible
incentive to the third world countries to work
closely with IFLA and share with the Interna-
tional Federation their many peculiar and dif-
ficult problems and hopefully find acceptable
solutions.

The Asian Regional Section is by far the lar-
gest with a total membership of 135 which is
equivalent to the sum total of the membership
from the other two regional sections. Unlike
the other two sections, the Asian Section suf-
fers from want of a more precise geographical
definition of the area it should encompass. The
Asian Section presently includes countries from
the Mediterranean and Middle East to S.E. Asia
and Oceania.

Obviously this vast conglomeration of coun-
tries with widely differing ethnic, cultural and

In reminising over the past ciecade of develo-
ments particularly with IFLA's relation with
the third world countires, this single resolution
to establish the working group triggered off a
chain reaction that brought about one of the
most successful and dramatic changes in IFLA
in its relationshii> with the third world than
any other resolutions in its history. The formu-
lation of the resolution might have been quite
incidental, but the spirit af the resolution expresSo
ing IFLA's deep commitment to serve the needs
of the third world countries won the apprecia-
tion and goodwill of the less developed countries.
IFLA's international image rapidly transformed
from a generally European-American orienta-
tion to that of a truly worldwide organisation,
reflection in the spectacular increase in its
membership from the younger library profes-
sions in the third world. Figure 1 brings to pers-
pective the impressive growth of IFLA's mem-
bership from the developing regions of Asia,
Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean
during the past decade.

The division of the IFLA membership into
the "haves" and "have nots" using a purely
economic criteria was inprecedented in its his-
tory and naturally not readily appreciated. Dr
Herman Liebaers, then President of IFLA and
acknowledged as the Architect of the new
"worldwide" IFLA, accepted the establishment
of the working group for the developing coun-
tries as a necessary compromise. It was recogni-

One of the most significant outcome of the
Liverpool conference was the adoption of the
following resolution to establish a Working
Group for Developing Countries:

"That a working group on Developing Coun-
tries be created to act as a co-ordinating agency
with the other Sections and Committees of
IFLA and to provide a forum for discussion of
library problems or common interest to develo-
ping countires ... The first task of this committee
will be to identify the major problems facing
libraries in developing countries and to consider
within the framework of IFLA ways by which
these problems might be resolved".

an unpreceàented and stimulating eXiJrience in
the sharing of expreiences between the deveI0-
ping and developed countries. The success of
the first pre-session seminar clearly underlined
the need to promote the holding of such semi-
nars at regular intervals. The importance of
such seminars in providing an oi>portunity for
direct interaction between the developing and
developed countries on topics of mutual inte-
rest was clearly recognised. It also greatly en-
hanced participation from the developing coun-
tries at IFLA General Conferences. Thanks to
the generous recurrent support from Unesco
an other govemment agencies, the "Pre-ses-
sion" seminars have now become a regular fea-
ture of IFLA General Council Meetings and are
generally held every alternate odd year with a
few exceptions.

IFlA - News, Bogotá- Colombia V.1 Nos. 4-5, July - December/80-
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1972 and 1980. There was an overall total of
48 members in 1972 from the third world, in-
cluding 34 from Asia, 7 from Africa and 7 from
Latin America and the Caribbean. The 48 mem-
bers were distributed in about 30 countries.
The 1980 figures show a marked increase of the
membership with an overall total of 228 mem-
bers from the developing countries, including
135 in Asia, 67 in Africa and 47 in Latin Ame-
rica and the Caribbean. There are now about
sixty-five countries in the third world where
there are IFLA members, including 43 countries
which have national Association members.
About 600/0 of the countries represented in
IFLA are from the developing region, accounting
for about 230/0 of the overall total IFLA mem-
bership.

This unprecedented awakening of the library
professions in the third world to bring their
problems and solutions to the international
forum of librarians represented in IFLA, sym-
bolises a new era in International Library Co-
operation and Development. Whatever the initial
inhibitions were that restrained participation in
IFLA appears to have been diminished, if not
removed. If there are still some countries left
who are not members of IFLA it is certainly
not due to their lack of interest but other cons-
traints beyond their controI. The eagerness and
enthusiasm of the new member countries to
identify their many avrled problem with the
professional programme of activities of the In-
ternational body and to seek some forro of re-
dress or assistance need to be reciprocated with
an effective programme consonant with their
national needs and aspirations.

IFLA's newly gained worldwide reputation
and strength needs to be continously sustained
and expanded. Afterall, the strength of the Fe-
deration is no more than what its membership
would want it to be. No efforts are spared in

the continued drive to enlist as many members
as possible, especially in countries who do not
as yet have any IFLA members. Notwithstan-
ding the fact that the membership dues for the
developing countries habe been kept to a realis-
tic minimun, many of them find even this mini-
mun dues, beyond their ability to pay. The
cordial understanding and goodwill that prevails
between the developing and developed countries
in IFLA has made it possible for some of the
younger library professions to be sponsored by
the developed countries by paying their dues
for the first few years and hopefully to encou-
rage them to continue their membership in the
Federation. It must be appreciated that IFLA is
by no means an International funding agency
and most of its operational cost is derived from
its membership dues and grants received from
various bodies. As far as developing countries
are concerned, the dues paid just about offsets
the cost of the various publications received
from IFLA.

IFLA has responded to the growing support
received from the third world contries. In the
restructuring of the organisation of IFLA in
1976, due acknowledgement was given to the
drastically changed composition of member-
ship, especially from the third world countries.
In advocating a regional orientated programme
for the developing countries, a special Division
of Regional Activities (DRA) was established as
one of the eight professional divisions of IFLA.
This division with three present regional sections
in Asia, Africa and Latina America and the Ca-
ribbean is largely concernedwith the overall
problems of the third world countries in all its
manifestations and acts as the focal point and
chief interface with these countries. Its profes-
sional interests permeates into the twenty-five
or so sections and about a dozen round tables
of other seven Divisions which embody most
of the profesional programme developed in
IFLA. The DRA helps to co-ordinate and

develop suitable projects for library and infor-
mation services in developing countries and
maintaining close rapport with most of the
sections and round tables. Almost ali the
sections and round tables have grown increasin-
gly conscious of the basic needs of the devei0-
ping plOfessions. This is clearly reflected in the
planning and development of their plOfessional
programmes where special attention is given to
the needs of the younger library professions.
An increasing number of librarians from the
third world serve on the standing committees
of the various sections. About half the existing
standing committees have at least one member
flOm the third world serving on them. Close
rapport is also maintained between the various
professional sections and the Division of Regio-
nal Activities in the planning and promotion
of suitable joint programmes.

Regional library activities have now assumed
a permanent and important place in the overall
development of professional programmes in
IFLA. As a consequence of the rapid increase
bf membership from the third world countries,
it has become necessary for IFLA to harness alI
available resources both financiai and manpower
to meet the growing demand for assistance fram
the younger library professions. The increase in
revenue from suscription dues is just about
enough to meet the basic servicing cost of the
new members, leaving very little, if any, for pro-
jects. It is in this context that one should ap-
preciate the generous and timely assistance
received from the Canadian International Deve-
lopment Agency (CIDA) withoutwhjch the
Regional Activities Programme of IFLA would
have been seriously handicapped. Indeed, CIDA
has proved to be the chief stalwart of support
and its recurrent grants for the past 50 many
years have contributed in no small way to sustain
and expand the regional activities programme.
The stablishment and maintenance of the three
regional secretariats in Kuala Lumpur, Dakar



and Bogota owe their existence to the CIDA
grant.

The CIDA funds also made it possible for
IFLA to respond to some of the basic needs of
the third world by giving valuable financiai sup.
port by way of "project assistance". Many
worthwhile projects that can make significant
and meaningful contribution to national or
regional development of library services suffer
from want of basic financiaI assistance to get
started. Between 1974 and 1979 a total of about
thirty "project assistance" requests were submit.
ted to the Division of Regional Activities for
consideration. A total of about US$40.0001.
was approved to support about half the applica.
tions in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Most of
the projects could be categorised under the
broad heading of "Organisation of Conferences,
Seminars and Workshops on Specific Topics".
Unfortunately there were very few projects
which involved a research or investigative
approach to certain basic problems affecting li.
brary development. Perhaps more attention and
support need to be given to these type of pro.
jects in the future.

Une project that deserves to bl' single out
is ELIPA (Experienced Library and Information
Personnel in Asia) which was originally initiated
by the IFLA Regional Section for Asia. It is
esentially the building up of a computerised
bio-data base of experienced libral)' and infor-
mation personnel in Asia. The rationale behind
the project is to be able to quickly identify
individuais with the required expertise in the
Asian Region who could be called upon to uno
dertake consultancy work in support of library
and information development needs in the re.
gion. The interest in the project has spread well
beyond the confines of IFLA and has today
evolved into a joint project supported finan-
cially b:, IFLA. IDRC (International Develop-

ment Research Council) and FID. The project is
being co-ordinated by the Korean Institute of
Science and Technology in Seoul, Korea.

The symbiotic relationship that prevails
between IFLA and Unesco in the development
of library and information services particularly
in the third world are well known, Unesco's
continued support of the Pre.session seminars
deserves special mention. If there is today a
marked increase in the participation of third
world countries in IFLA meetings and an in.
creasing av.areness among these countries of
IFLA's global efforts to solve some basic pro.
blems affecting library services, it is due to the
generous support received from Unesco and
other agencies in support ot the Pre-session
seminars. There are not many members in the
developing countries who are endowed with the
financiaI support to participate in IFLA meetings
held thousands af miles from their home. Fi.
nancial assitance for travei to IFLA meetings
will continue to be a very criticai factor that
will determine the extent of participation from
the developing countries. IFLA should be conti.
nuously alert to this need and do everything
possible to assist within the limited resources
at its disposal.

IFLA has to its credit an impressive list of
achievements in international libral)' develop-
ment and co.operation. Just to mention a few.
its contributions to develop standards for Ii-
brary statistics now accepted by Unesco, the
pubJ'c library manifesto; the international
standards in cataloguing. IFLA's UBC program-
me has brought about an increasing recognition
of the problems of bibliographical control the
world over and has had a tremendous influence
on many developing countries to take pelimi.
nary steps to have their national output of
publications recorded in an internationally
accepted format to facilitate easy identíf'ication.
More recently incn'asing interest has evolvrd

in the international availability of publications
as projected in the UAP programme. Here
again Unesco and IFLA are working very elo.
sely to promote this programme as an essential
compliment to the UBC programme. It holds
much promise for the third world countries in
trying to achieve an "improved access to publi-
cations by increasing the availability and speed
of interlending services and by developing sim-
pie, efficient procedures.

The changes brought about in IFLA in the
past decade are unprecedented and has made
the International Federation a truly world
wide organisation. Ten years ago in his message
to the first Conference of South East Asian Li.
brarians, the President of IFLA, Dr Herman
Liebaers, asked and I quote, "Why should IFLA
not organise in a reasonable near future its
annual meeting in South East Asia? Today we
are the witness to that prophetic remark and
fortunate partakers of this historical event in
the history of IFLA. In Copenhagen last year
we witnessed yet another significant change in
IF LA in its relationship to the third world. For
the first time a third world member was elected
to the Executive Board of the Federation. I do
not see why we should not have at least one
more member from the third world on the Exe.
cutive Board in the not too distant future. In.
ternational Libra!)' Co.operation in IFLA is
truly advancing and the third world are no lon.
ger silent spectators but active participants. _

MARTINUS NIJHOFF STUDY GRANT

for teachers of libral)' science in developing
countries.

Introduction

The Martinus Nijhoff Study Grant has been
offPrrd to thr IFLA for the period 1978.1987 9
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(10 years) on the occasion on the 125th anni.
versary of Martinus Nijhoff's Boekhandel en
Uitgeversmaatschappij B.V., Publishers and
Booksellers (herein after called 'Nijhoff') of The
Hague, The Netherlands, and the 50th anniver-
sary of the IFLA. The IFLA Council accepted
the study grant at its meeting on 3 September
1977 at Brussels (Belgium).

Purpose of grant

The Martinus Nijhoff Study Grant is establi.
shed to enable one teacher of library science,
who is a national of a country in which libra-
rianship is in an early stage of development, to
study a specific subject matter in library science
of his or her choice in one or more Western
European coun try .

Length of study programme

10 (ten) - 15 (fifteen) consecutive weeks.

Financial provisions regarding grant

A sum of 10.000, - (ten thousand) Dutch
guilders will be made available annually to cover
the costs of study, board and lodging and any
surface study travei within Western Europe.
Additionally free economy-class air transporta-
tion from the grantee's country to The Nether-
lands and vice versa will be provided.

If it is necessary for the grantee to obtain
new clothing because of the climatic differences
between his home country and Europe, he or
she can apply for a dress-allowance of at most
Dutch guilders 1.000, - (one thousand) at the
central IFLA-secretariat.

Magnagement of grant

The grant will be managed by the IFLA Se-
cretary General.

Termination or modification of grant

If at any point during the period 1978-1987
the IFLA Executive Board would decide that
the grant failed to answer it<; purpose, it will
then be terminated or redesigned in mutual
arrangement with Nijhoff.

Selection of grantee

The selection of a grantee will be made before
April 1 of the relevant year by a jury consisting
of three members residing in The Netherlands.
One member will be appointed by Nijhoff and
two members will be designated by the IFLA
Executive Board. The IFLA Secretary General
will act as secretary to the jury. The grantee
will be informed of his or her selection by the
IFLA Secretary General in April.

Conditions of the Martinus Nijhoff
study grant to be observed by candidates
and grantee

1 The candidate must be a teacher at a school
for library and/or information science, or at
a comparable library training institute in a
country in which librarianship is in an early
stage of development.

2 The candidate should not be over forty years
of age at the deadline for applications.

3 The candidate must possess the nationality
of a country as defined under 1.

4 The candidate must have an adequa te com-
mand ~both in writing and in speech- of
either English, French, German o Dutch.

5 Applications by means of special application
forms -attached to this document and also
available from the IFLA Secretariat (POB
82128, 2508 EC The Hague, The Nether-
lands)- must reach the IFLA Secretariat not
later than February 1.

6 The application must be accompanied by a
'Statement of Intent' which must contain a
clear description in either English, French,
German or Dutch of the study, research
project or subject to be pursued, the method
of study and the manner in which the acqui-
red knowledge will be desseminated or used
in the home-country.

7 The actual study must begin within nine
months from the date on which a candidate
is informed by the secretary of the jury that
he or she has been granted the study grant.

8 Before June 1st of the relevant year the
grantee has to decide in consultation with
the IFLA Secretary General on how and
when the proposed study programme will be
carried out.

9 The grantee shall not be accompanied by
other persons during the study period which
begins on the day he or she is leaving the
homecountry and ends upon completion of
his or her homeward journey.



10 The grantee is to traveI by air (economy-class)
via the shortest air route between the airpor
nearest to his or her place of employment and
Amsterdam (The Netherlands) and vice versa.
The weight or size of the grantee's luggage
should be within the limits set for free luggage
transportation allowed to economy-c1ass
passengers on international f1ights. Any
excess will be at the grantee's expense.

11 The grantee shall submit to the IFLA Secre-
tary General a typewritten study report of
at least 4000 (four, thousand) words in either
English, French, German or Dutch not later
than 6 (six) months after the final day of the
study programme.

12 In case the jury, in consultation with the
IFLA Secretary General and Nijhoff, consi-
ders the study report suited for publication
the grantee shall gratuitously assign ali publi-
shing rights to Nijhoff.

Statement of intent of stuy jtravel

A signed Statement of Intent -typewritten
or in blockletter- must be produced on a sepa-
rate sheet which is to be attached to the appli-
cation formo The Statement should include:

rf'asons for application

d!:'scription of study proj!:'ct

- propos!:'d mpthod of carrying out thp stlldy'

- prpff'rrpd ppriod of st.udy' 't.rawl
- nam(>(sj of count.n (.il's)'instilut.ions to hl'

visitrd

- propospd way of dpssl'minating-using a('qui.
rf'd knowlpdgp in honw('ounln.

Application Form

Martinus Nijhoff study grant

To be submitted before February 1st to the
Secretary General, International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions, POB
82128, 2508 EC The Hague, The Netherlands.

Name (fami1y name)

Names (given names)
Date of birth
Nationality

Private address
Office address
Professional/academic qualifications
Present position (with address
of employing institution)
Former position (s)
Knowlf'dge of language (s)
(written and oral)
References (names, addresses,
tf'lephonf' numbers)

Place Datf'
Signaturp

ANNOUNCEMENT 6th TIBDA

Invitation

1'11\'.;th Inll'r.Aml'ri('un Ml't'l.ing of Agricul-
lural Lihranans and DO(,lInwntalisLs will t.akl'

place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Rl'public,
on June 15-18, 1981.

The Inter-American Meeting of Agricultural
Librarians and Documentalists (RIBDA) is an
intl'rnational event that takes place every thrpe
years in a Latin American or Caribbean coun try,
and it is one of the mains points in the program
of activities of the Inter.American Association
of Agricultural Librarians and Documl'ntalists
(AIBDA) for the continuous education and
professional improvement of its ml'mbers.

The 6th RIBDA will be sponsorf'd by the
following organizations:

Ministry of Agriculture - Dominican Repu-
blic

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agricultures - IICA

United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization - UNESCO

The M!:'etingis open to librarians, information
specialists, institutions and organizations com-
mitted to thl' production, dissl'mination and
usp of information as a componl'nt of rural dI"
velopm!:'nt in Latin Aml:'rica and th!:'Caribbcan.
Also for gon.'mml:'l1t. officials, school of library
and information sciencp, professional associa-
tions at national. rt'gional or intl:'mationallevt'ls,
with objpctiws and programs similar to those
of AIBDA. 11
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Objectives

To exchange ideas and information 01' prol'es-
sional interest to AIBDA members.

To analyze and evaluate the I'actors that in-
fluence the availability, demand and use oI'
agricultural information in the region.

To inform about the developments and trends
oI' the information technology.

and in working groups, lhere will be a Round
Table on the developmenl, problems and fulure
trends oI' the Association.

Place of the meeting

Conference complex oI' the Banco Central oI'
the Dominican Republic.

Presentation of papers

Lodging

The cit~. 01' Santo Domingo offers a wide
range oI' lodging facilities for the participants. A
list oI' hotels will be available in due time.

Climate

June is an exceptionally pleasant and colorful
month in the Dominican Republic, with a warm
tropical c1imate.

Registration

For organizational matters, potential partici.
pants are requested to ask for the enclosed
registration form and send it to the Secretariat
oI' AIBDA.

To study and explore new schemes and ways
for strengthening support and cooperation
between the assoeiation and its members.

General theme:

"Availability, demand and use of
agriculture information: Latin America
an the Caribbean"

The Program will includ{' papers presented
by invited speakers on the main theme.

The closing date for accepting contributed
papers will be April 30. The Organizing Com-
mittee will select for presentation at the Meeting
and publication in the Proceedings those con.
tributions which are relevant to the general
subject and which meet the standards.

Language

Registration fee

For AIBDA members:
For Non.Members:

US$ 40.00
US$ 50.00

12

Availability oI' agricultural information ser.
vices.

Rational use oI' agricultural information in
developing countries.

Analysis and evaluation oI' the mechanisms
and effectiveness oI' agricultural information
services.

- Discussion oI' specific problems in work
groups.

In addition to the discussion oI' papers pre.
sented on the general theme by guest speakers,

Spanish will be the offieial language oI' the
Meeting.

Papers will presented in Spanish, Portuguese
or English. Simultaneous translations in Spanish
and English will be available during the Meeting.

Publications

Registered partieipants will receive copies oI'
the documents during the Meeting.

The Report oI' the 6th RIBDA will be Publis.
ed later.

Checks should be made payable to AIBDA.

For additional information write to:

Dr. Rubén Núnez C.
Presidente Comité Organizador
Departamento de Informaciones
EstadÍsticas y Cómputos
SecretarÍa de Estado de Agricultura
Centro de los Héroes
Santo Domingo, República Dominicana

Ana MarÍa Paz de Erickson
Secretaria Ejecutiva de AIBDA
elo I1CA.CIDIA Cód. Postal 7170
Turrialba, Costa Rica.
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