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Europeana Newspapers — why newspapers?

"Die Zeitungen sind die Sekundenzeiger der Geschichte."

(Newspapers are the sweep hands of history)
Arthur Schopenhauer

Why newspapers?
» Relevant to all citizens
 Highly relevant to European policies incl. Europeana
* Newspapers in libraries — between
* Heaven = solid and complete originals, excellent microfilm copies

« and Hell = frail and crumbly originals, missing editions, incomplete
supplements, poor microfilm copies, legal uncertainties with
contemporary material
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Europeana Newspapers: Aims and Objectives

Europeana Newspapers

* aims at the aggregation and refinement of newspapers for The
European Library and Europeana.

 will use refinement methods for OCR, OLR (article segmentation), and
named entity (NER) and class recognition

* the libraries participating in the project will provide around 18 million
digitised newspaper pages to Europeana

 Further libraries will be encouraged to contribute newspapers to
Europeana and TEL by the project
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Project Profile: Consortium & stakeholders

* 17 partners from 12 countries within the consortium
» National libraries
« University libraries
- SME

* External partners and stakeholders:
» Involvement of libraries outside the project consortium

* Framework:

* Funded as a Best Practise Network in the ICTPSP programme of
the European Commission

* Project Duration: February 2012 — January 2015
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1. Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin
(project co-ordinator)

2. National Library of the
Netherlands

3. National Library of Estonia
4. Osterreichische
Nationalbibliothek

5. National Library of Finland
6. Staats- und
Universitatsbibliothek Hamburg
7. Bibliotheque nationale de
France

8. National Library of Poland

Consortium Partners

9. University of Salford

10. CCS Content Conversion
Specialists GmbH

11. Stichting LIBER

12. National Library of Latvia
13. National Library of Turkey
14. University Library of Belgrade
15. University of Innsbruck
16. Landesbibliothek Dr.
Friedrich Tessmann

17. The British Library
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Project Profile: Objectives

1) Selection, Refinement & Aggregation of content
* Make Europeana the largest provider of pan-European newspaper collections

* Provision of more than 18 million newspaper pages to Europeana, many of
those with full-texts

* Support move from images to texts in Europeana

2) Analysis of existing newspaper collections

* Survey of newspaper holdings in Europe

3) Quality Assurance & Best practise recommendations

* Contribute to optimised workflows and data aggregation infrastructures

* Provide best practice recommendations for digitization, refinement, workflows,
metadata etc. and evaluation tools

4) Presentation and full-text search
* Improve access to newspaper collections within Europeana
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1) Selection, Refinement & Aggregation of content

* Aggregation of 18 million pages of digitised ? et
newspapers to Europeana and to The
European Library

- 8 million pages “as is” (content providers)

« 10 million refined pages: OCR (UIBK,
Austria)

« 2 million refined pages: OCR/OLR (article
segmentation) (CCS, Germany)

* Analysis of available digital newspaper
collections and selection of subsets
suitable for refinement
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1) Refinement — OCR and OLR

ramon__ Zeekan

* 10 million refined pages:
OCR (UIBK, Austria) =

* 2 million refined pages:
OCR/OLR (article segmentation)
(CCS, Germany)

* UIBK enriches the OCR with structural information CCS: Column recognition, article segmentation
from their Document Understanding Platform

* CCS produces OCR and verification of column
recognition, zoning, article segmentation, and page
class recognition

* CCS provides libraries with a client technology for
manual correction of recognition and segmentation
results

UIBK: Detection of headings, footnotes, etc.
Table of contents extraction
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1) Refinement - Named Entity Recognition

* KB provides named entities recognition (NER) for material from up to
three languages (Dutch, English, and German)
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. On Thursday, the 4th inst.,, her ﬂljﬁ!t? continued her . On Thursday, the 4th inst,, her ijF continued her
Journey through Gelnhausen, where stand the ruins of the .]m:rne}r through _]WE where stand the ruins of the
palace of the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, and Hanau, a - tF al ace of the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, and Hanau, a
:—:;r:t::ysiarge gll“ cnn]t]nining about 14,000 inhabitants, uizr?#.:}ru,:::,f E'lﬂf WHJIDW—!.
i ene of more than one warlike exploit. It was 0! more than one warlike exploit. It was
gullantly defended for nine months during the thirty years' Bullantly defended for nine months during the thirty years'

I;“r. and in later days Napoleon, while in hot retreat from E::r' ;:d{_::s];;;rlﬂ:ﬂ ¥ W :M]E i h:!t::e L;‘zat £y
i . 1
mlm gh the allied troops of the Austrians

e psic, dashed through the allied troops of the Austrians
';,""1 Bavarians under its walls, The Queen reached
vankfort at three o’clock in the afternoon, and descended
i the Hotel d'Angleterre, where a body of the City guard
:fl:l :i;gw:-: up to receive her Majesty. In the evening, b v
Pnf_lf!"[ilher. there was a reception or levee, at which the 4 SLE SEL 3 b levee, at which the
’J.::d nd Countess of Westmoreland, the Burgomaster, r jeis of W and, the Burgomaster,
some others of the suthorities of Frankfort were pre- ¢ suthorities “xﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬂ were pre-

t
sented.  Prince Metternich and the King of Bavaria dined and the ing o avaria dined
with the Royal party. ; . '

P Varians under its walls, The Queen reached
cankfort at three o'clock in the afternoon, and descended
'€ Tiotel d' Angleterre, where a body of the City guard
her Majesty. In the evening,
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2) Analysis of existing digitised newspaper collections

* Project partners and others will be contacted until summer 2012 to
analyse the extent of digitised newspapers collections at their institutions

* Results will be embedded in “Zeitschriftendatenbank” of
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin (Union Catalogue of Serials)

« Potential new partners for the extension of the network will be
suggested by survey

* May also be useful to judge technical status of digitised data and as part
of gathering descriptive metadata

If you hold digital newspaper collection and like to participate in the
survey - please contact: survey@europeana-newspapers.eu/
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3) Analysis of work & Best Practise Recommendations

* Analysis of metadata formats in use by libraries in digitisation projects

* Align metadata models with the METS/ALTO standard and release best
practise recommendation on how to apply these formats in newspaper
digitisation and refinement

* Usability of the recommendation will be tested through an evaluation
cycle

* Provide recommendations on best practices for refinement of digitized
newspaper collections for Europeana




4) Presentation & Access to full-texts

* Within the lifetime of the project, a content browser
will be built within TEL portal so that users can ...

‘ SearCh fU” teXt’ e'g' Explore Europe's cultural collections
@ by SearCh term, | Lewis and Clarke| |

* by named entltles CAPTAIN LEWI1S'S EXPLDITION.

. THF. followin rticulars of the
- by collections of newspapers expedition of captain. {Etrors

the mouth of the Missouri, which

° by date .... Eﬂﬂt{ic}l:ﬁi %:?%T%Eﬂ f?{;;
mitted to gFﬂCl‘a Lila v O €n-
* See newspaper images DAEs (he bxcctins vt ok
. . interesting.
* Be linked to relevant library sources St. Louisy 23d Sefit. 1606,
* This browser will be built in TEL during project; o gl R
and exported to Europeana after the project iy whiks b Bt ki

the last winter, near the entrunce of
the Columbia river. This station
we left on the 27th of March last,
and should have reached St Louis
L esvly in Ancast. had we nob heen
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5) Dissemination

* Obijectives:

lipil
 Establishment of publicity @ @ &
* Increasing usage of Europeana 2\
* Awareness raising among target groups ﬁ % ﬁ
* Tasks: i &
1. Media Communication - 2
2. Workshops and conferences t” j @

» Three main dissemination workshops
* National information days

* Network extension

3. Exploitation
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... and more will come soon

* Detailed information will be available soon:

-> http://www.europeana-newspapers.eu/
(Launch: End of April)

* Participating in the survey on European Newspapers:

—> survey@europeana-newspapers.eu
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Thank you for your attention!

Thorsten Siegmann, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

siegmann@eul914-1918.eu

WWW.europeana-newspapers.eu/
(Launch: End of April)




