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Overview

� 5 million population � Publishing history from 

1800s � Independence in 1965 � Shared colonial 

history with Malaya � Chinese, English, Malay, Tamil



Overview

� The NewspaperSG trial 

service – Mar 2009

� The Straits Times (1845-

1942)

� First agreement with 

SPH : 50 words –

remote access

� Full, in-library only

Mar 2009 Jan 2010

� Official launch

� Increase to 17 titles

� New agreements with 

publishers

� Copyrighted content 

before 1990 available 

free

� Full content in-library



� Started exploration of digitisation – mid 2000s

� Agreement with SPH – 2007 (and 2009)

� Issues of The Straits Times deposited digitally 

from 2007

Overview



Overview

� Watermarking 

for out-of-library 

access



Overview

Table of Contents submitted to Google



Overview

� Policy - digitise from 

microfilms (must possess 

negative)

� Grey copyright holders

� Requests from people and 

organizations to excise 

articles



Overview

� Oldest – Singapore Chronicle and 

Commercial Register (1831)



Overview
Collection of 200 titles on 

microfilm



Overview



















Overview

� Problems unique 

to vernacular titles

� Changes over the 

years

� OCR challenges 

(Tamil, Jawi)



1. Indexing Mechanisms

• The more we digitize and provide 

access, the larger the RECALL

• We need to enhance PRECISION

• Handling of different languages

• Phrase Searching









Deconstructing

= beautiful

= country

= people

= America/U.S.

= American





2. Social Tagging

Tag this article

Far Eastern Economic Review , 

MICA, government

Add Tags

• Enhancing findability

• Engender communal 

ownership



3. OCR Corrections

�Bad original microfilm scans � Bad original 

printing � Inadequate OCR



SCANNED TEXT

SULTAN OF SELANGOR 

-"-bi.ee Ce.ebretions at Klang. 

rh « kwenty^fth anniversary of the "*"**» <* »■

H.ghness BolUo A, « "« Qeluman Mud, �,- Belabor

u;ls celebrated al i;, slll ,, i;lst ln())ii)i ""!' '"'I 

Oriental aplenduur. H '' : ,J »- High Commiaaioaer

Sir Uure «ce Oudlemard who .tended ihe

fn^o«iboieteetimony to J � High"'•-devotion 

lotheBlateof Belabor ""J «he welfare of his .object. 

to "M«ntiawerving loyalty lo the British Tiir O»«. 

Ther, were also present the Chief .Secretary, 

British Resident, H. H. lh« Sultan of Langkat and an 

enormous gathering compose., of His Uighneas 1 

•übjecu ami friends and admirers of all 

WUionalities. The respect and love *Uh which he is 

} lc ld was amply demoaatrated. 

CORRECT TEXT HERE

SULTAN OF SELANGOR

Julbilee Celebrations at Klang

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the coronation of 

His Highness Sultan Ala’ldin Guluman Shah of 

Selangor was celebrated at Klang last month with 

full Oriental splendour.

H.E. the High Commissioner Sir Uure «ce

Oudlemard who .tended ihe fn^o«iboieteetimony

to J � High"'•-devotion lotheBlateof Belabor ""J 

«he welfare of his .object. to "M«ntiawerving

loyalty lo the British Tiir O»«. Ther, were also 

present the Chief .Secretary, British Resident, H. H. 

lh« Sultan of Langkat and an enormous gathering 

compose., of His Uighneas 1 •übjecu ami friends 

and 





4. Language Translations

Languages in our collections: ENGLISH, CHINESE, MALAY, 

TAMIL



Overview

Bekas pekerja STC yang berhak sudah dapat wang dari
Kesatuan
Surat saya yang bertarikh 4 Mac 74 mengenai
pembahagian wang bekas pekerja Kesatuan Singapore 
Traction Company telah disiarkan di ruangan ini pada
BH 5 April.



5. Translation Requests

• Machine translations give you the gist at 

best

• Communal effort on translation

• Request mechanism



6. Graphics & Other Elements

• Newspapers have valuable non-

textual information



6. Graphics & Other Elements

• “Obscure” graphics



6. Graphics & Other Elements

• Large graphics



6. Graphics & Other Elements

• Infographics



6. Graphics & Other Elements

• Photos of people

Hamish Thomas

(first warden of the 

Singapore Outward 

Bound School)

World War II survivor



6. Graphics & Other Elements

Current

Collections

Online

contribution

from

NewspaperSG

OAI-PMH?



7. Repackaging

• Can we pull together different 

elements and create something 

new?

• Mashups of articles, illustrations etc 

from across titles

• “Re-publishing” but with credits



8. Usability Studies

• Current navigation/presentation can 

be improved

• Work with institution or vendor to 

see how people actually use the 

service

• Examples – maintain “session”, size 

of pages
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