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U.S. Promotes the Manufacture and Use

of Permanent Paper

In comEarison to earlier papers,
most boo Papers produced after
1850 are relatively impermanent.
Although the rapid deterioration
and embrittlement of these papers
is considered a threat to the preser-
vation of I|brarf/ materials world-
wide, the problem is particularly
acute in U.S. libraries. One long-
term solution to the brittle boo
problem is the manufacture and
use of permanent papers. Several
initiatives relating to this solution
are currently underway in the U.S.

Historic Research

_Edwin Sutermeister, who began
his research at the S. D. Warren
Company in the 1890’s, is gen-
erally credited for having identified
acid in paper as the primary cause
of its decay. Sutermeister’s findings
were confirmed by further research
initiated in 1957 by William J.
Barrow. After extensive testing and
analysis of book papers produced
between 1507 and 1949 Barrow
drafted sgemﬁcat;ons for paper that
was both chemically permanent

and physically durable. Unfortun-
ately, paper made to these specifi-
cations was expensive to produce
and lacked the aesthetic qualities
desirable in book paper.

Standards Development

Building on Barrow’s initial
work, other individuals and organi-
zations continued to develop
specifications for permanent and
durable paper. In 1975 the Na-
tional Historical Publications and
Records Commission (NHPRC)
published Paper Standardsfor Histor-
ical Publications. Revised in 1977,
these standards call for a minimum
PH of 7.5 (measured by cold ex-
raction, TAPPI T-509{, a mini-
mum alkaline reserve composed of
either calcium or magnesium car-
bonate, and a minimum cross-direc-
tion fold endurance of 30 double
folds at 1kg5. tension (25 replicates,
TAPPI T-5in.*

1 Copies of the standard may be obtained

from Mr. Roger Bruns, Publications Program,
NHPRC, National Archives Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20408, U.S.A.
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In May 1979 a national meeti_nﬁ
was held in New York at whic
twenty representatives from the
fields of publishing, paper manu-
facturing, and preservation of
library materials giscussed various
aspects of the problem of preserv-
|n(_1 books for future generations,
Following this meeting a Commit-
tee on Production Guidelines for
Book Longevity was formed. The
objectives of the committee were to
increase knowledge about the dura-
bility of books and other materials
and to encourage improvements in
their physical properties.

The final report of the com-
mittee2 developed several guide-
lines to be followed in paper
production. They were adapted
and simplified from standards set
by NHPRC, the Library of Con-
gress, and from the ASTM/ANSI

tandard Specification for Bond
and Ledger Papers for Permanent
Records. The guidelines addressed
issues of both permanence and
durability. In the area of perma-

2 The history ofthe committee and its reports
were published in 1982 in Book Longevity, avail-
able for $3.00 from the Council on Library Re-
sources, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036, U.S.A.



nence they specified a minimum
H of 7.5 (cold extraction,
APPI T-509) and a minimum

alkaline reserve (calcium or mag-

nesium carbonate, or both) of 2%
based on oven dry weight.
These quidelines serveu as the
startm% point for the subsequent
work of a committee formed by the
National Information Standards
Organization (NISO). The result
of the NISO committee’s efforts is
the American National Standardfor In-
formation Science— Permanence of Paper
for Printed Library Materials (ANSI
239.48-1984).3 The standard is
now under consideration by the In-
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This publication is printed on paper which
meets the minimum requirements of Ameri-
can National Standard for Information
Sciences— Permanence of Paperfor Printed
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48-1984.

E?gnggional Standards Organization
The ANSI standard establishes
the criteria for permanence of un-
coated paper and states that Faper
meeting these criteria should last at
|east several hundred years without
significant deterioration under nor-
mal library use and storage condi-
tions. The requirements stated in
the standard relate to pH (mini-
mum pH of 7.5), fold endurance,
tear resistance, alkaline reserve
fmlmmum alkaline reserve equiva-
ent to 2% calcium carbonate), and
paper stock (shall include no
%roundwood or unbleached pulpg.
he standard also recommends
that a statement of compliance
should anear on the verso of a
book’stitle page whenever paper is
used that meets the standard. Such
paper may also bear the symbol of
comPhar_lce_: the mathematical sym-
bol for infinity, set in a circle.
Publication and distribution of
the standard have helped promote
permanent paper by providing
paper manufacturers with an ex-
plicit set of guidelines from which
to work, thus stimulating alkaline
Baper production and encouraging
etter quality control. By exactly
defmln? the minimum require-
ments for permanent paper, the
standard has also helped improve
dialogue between preservation
librarians and publishers. In addi-
tion, the standard has also been
useful to preservation-conscious
groups and individuals who are
working to convince library direc-
tors, government agencies, and col-
lection development officers that
the manufacture and use of perma-
nent paper can have a major im-
Ba_ct on reducing the number of
rittle books in the future.

3 The standard may be purchased for $7.00
from the American National Standards Institute,
1430 Broadway, New York, New York 10018,
US.A.

00)

Symbol adopted by AN S1 to denote per-
manent paper.

In 1987 anew NISO committee
was formed to revise ANSI
239.48-1984 10 include standards
for coated as well as uncoated
Pape_rs. The Z39 revision commit-
ee is considering several issues.
These include whether the per-
manence of coated paper can be
specified by the same characteris-
tics as uncoated paper; whether
new or modified tests are needed
to measure the characteristics of
coated paper; whether different
permanence criteria are needed for
different kinds of coated pager; and
whether any interaction between
the coating and the paper core af-
fects the permanence of coated
paper.

Permanent Paper Production

Alkaline paper production in the
U.S. has increase tremendouslz in
the past several years. More than
thirty paper mills (compared with
less than' five a decade ago) now
produce alkaline paper, and
10-15% of all fine paper produced
in the U.S. today is alkaline.
Whether all mills produce paper in
strict accord with the ANSI stan-
dard is not clear, since many of the
mills converted to alkaline produc-
tion before the standard was pub-
lished. The alkaline paper from these
mills was being produced primarily
for aesthetic reasons (brightness,
opaqueness, surface smoothnessL for
industrial and commercial packag-
|n%appllca.t|ons. .

Converting a paper mill from
acid to alkaline paper production
IS initially quite costly, but can be



profitable in the Ionfg run. High
retooling costs are offset by poten-
tial profit incentives resulting from
streamlined production once the
plant is fully operational. Greater
stock strength is achieved by usmP
calcium carbonate filler which al-
lows the use of less expensive,
shorter-fiber pulp. Less time i
needed for paper drying because
less pulp is used. Less pulp allows
better wire drainoff which results
in cleaner fabrics and less machine
maintenance. Shorter drying time
means less energy is used, thus
enabling faster machine runs and
increased production. Desirable ar-
chival characteristics are easily
achieved, including superior
brightness, opacity, and bulking.
Finally, Environmental Protection
Agency regulations for effluent
contaminants can also be more eas-
ily met by alkaline mills because
system enclosure is enhanced. The
net result of these advantages, pre-
dicts one industry expert, is that
within ten years the entire paper in-
dustry (or the great majority) will
produce alkaline paper.

Continuing Initiatives

In January 1987 the Board of
Regents of the National Library of
Medicine held a special meeting to
discuss the use of permanent paper,
to increase awareness of the need
toCPubIl_sh on permanent paper,
and to discuss means for encourag-
ing its greater use. The meeting
was attended by publishers, edi-
tors, paper manufacturers and dis-
tributors, printers, biomedical
researchers, librarians, and others
concerned with the preservation of
biomedical literature. Participants
exchanged ideas and suggested
strategies to increase the use of per-
manent paper.

Meeting results suggest that bet-
ter information dissemination is
needed regarding the costs of mill

conversion, the cost of acid vs.
alkaline paper stock, and the feasi-
bility of producing an alkaline coat-
ed paper economically. Although
the use in biomedical literature of
Eermanent paper meetln% ANSI

39.48-1984 was overwhelmingly
endorsed by all participants, it was
agreed that increased public sup-
port and action to reinforce current
Plannm are needed. Consequent-
y, a task force was formed that is
charged with identifying a set of
principles for the use of permanent
paper and with developing strate-
gies for integrating permanent
paBe_r into biomedical literature
publishing.

In April 1987 the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation awarded
$36,000 to NISO to assist with the
revision of ANSI 239.48-1984 and
to support the production and dis-
tribution of an information packet
about the standard. The in-
formation packet will include a
cover letter, the ANSI standard for
uncoated paper, information about
NISO, and a list of manufacturers
of_lpermanen_t paper in the U.S. It
will be distributed to 2,400 U.S.
publishers and journals. The pur-
?ose of the kit is to provide an in-
ormation link between alkaline
paper producers and publishers,
thus encouraging increased pur-
chase and use of permanent paper.

Recent efforts to convince the
U.S. Government Printing Office
(GPO)—the largest printer in the
U.S.—to use permanent paper for
select documents have been posi-
tive. On October 15, 1987, the
Depository Library Council, an ad-
visory committee to GPO, unani-
mously passed a recommendation
urging the Public Printer to con-
vey to the Joint Committee on
Prlntln%_the Council’s concern for
the archival value of government
publications. The Council further
recommended that a specification
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for paper permanence be formally
adopted by the Joint Committee on
Printing, and that following the
adoption of such a specification the
Public Printer notity g_oyernment
publishers of the availability of per-
manent paper and the henefits of
its use. Lastly, the Council recom-
mended that GPO encourage the
use of permanent paper for publi-
cations with enduring research
value.41f the Joint Committee on
Printing were to set a stronF preser-
vation precedent by estab |sh|ngba
policy that recommends the use by
GPO of permanent paper, the posi-
tive impact on collection preserva-
tion inall U.S. depository libraries
and on other libraries and archives
nationwide would be major.

Other efforts to disseminate in-
formation about permanent paper
are also takln? Place. For example,
a new newsletter, Alkaline Paper
Advocate, is planned. The intended
audience is a large cross section of
individuals and groups involved in
paper conservation, preservation,
Productlon, and use. The newslet-
er will contain updates on future
standards, lists of producers and
suppliers, and announcements of
meetings, conferences, and work-
shops related to the production,
use, and procurement of alkaline
Paper. It will also provide a forum
orexchange of information among
librarians, publishers, and paper
industry personnel.5

[Mark Roosa, Library of Congress]

4Works of enduring research value are de-
fined in ANSI Z239.48-1984 to include impor-
tant works of fiction and non-fiction; scholarl
publications, monographs, and reprints; cor-
lected editions; encyclopedias, dictionaries, hib-
liographies, directories, abstracts, and other
reference works that require permanent reten-
tion; publications intended primarily for the
library market; and titles not appropriate for
transfer to other formats, government sponsored
research studies, almanacs, census data, and sur-
vey maps.

5 Information about the newsletter may be ob-
tained from Ellen McCrady, 320 E. Center,
Provo, Utah 84601, U.S.A.



Nordic Preservation Initiatives

The Joint Nordic Council for Sci-
entific Information (NORDINFO)
Is actively 3ﬁonso_r|ng Freservatlpn
initiatives that will help the entire
Nordic library community.

A new Nordic handbook on pres-
ervation in libraries by Ivar A. L.
Hoel (The Royal Library, Copen-
hagen) is in preparation and is in-
tended to replace a preliminar
1981 edition by Ove K. Nord-
strand. The book is primarily in-
tended for Practlcall use in the great
number of libraries that do not
have conservation experts on their
staff. The book will include chap-
ters on the physical and chemical
properties of library materials and
on environmental conditions and
how they affect and degrade differ-
ent materials. Rather than simply
leaving the problems of preserva-
tion to the conservation experts to
solve, the book will emphasize the
importance of mcorlporatlng preser-
vation into every [ibrary activity.
Publication of the book, written in
Danish, is expected in 1988.

Another example of Nordic co-
oloeratlon IS @ meeting that took
place in OsloJune 2-3, 1987. Par-
ticipants included paper experts
and library and archive administra-
tors from"each of the five Nordic
countries. The nature of damage
encountered and preservation prac-
tices in use in each of the countries
was established. _

“In Sweden, the Parliament has
?lven a three-year, $1 million grant

or research in paper preservation,
the results of which will also benefit
other Nordic countries.

One of the first steps in such re-
search has already been taken in
Denmark. Ivar A. L. Hoel reports
on his work in paper deterioration
In Paper Deterioration: A Study of Paper
Acidity and Paper Strength In Nordic
Books 1850-1985 (Copenhagen,

The Royal Library, 1987. 118 p.).
The book is written in Danish and
is accompanied by an abstract in
English. Hoel’s study is hased on
pPH measurements of representative
samples of national literature in the
Nordic countries. In this way, the
quallty of paper produced from
850 to the present in the different
countries was described. _
A comparison was also carried
out between the pH measurements
of paper in these books and those
of paper in the same books kept in
the Library of Congress (U.S.A.).

From this comparison Hoel con-

cludes that 40 to 70 years will pass
before the aver.aq.e Nordic hook
stored in a Nordic library will reach
the level of acidity that the same
average hook has already reached
in Washington, D.C.

The author attributes this find-

ing to the different macroclimatic

conditions in the U.S. and the Nor-

dic countries. However, while no
major macroclimatic differences
exist between the Nordic cities, the
level of acidity in the same editions

of books located in Copenhagen
and Lund (only 20 miles apart) dif-
fered significantly. The author
therefore concludes that variations
in microclimatic conditions (partic-
ularly humldlty% in individual book
storage areas play a major role in
the rate of paper deterioration.

NORDINFO has also sponsored
the develok)ment of standards. A
report on the coordination of Nor-
dic standards for testing the ar-
chival quality of archival materials
has just been submitted.

In May 1987 Technical Com-
mittee (TC) 46, Information and
Documentation, of the Interna-
tional Standards Organization
(ISO) established a new subcom-
mittee, SC10, whose secretariat
will be in Copenhagen (Denmark).
SC101is to deal with Physical Char-
acteristics of Media for Documents.
At the moment, the most impor-
tant area of work will be perma-
nence of paper forernted library
materials, with the ANSI standard
as a proposed point of departure.

[Ivar Hoel, The Royal Libra
Denmark

New Leafcasting Machine Developed

iIn Denmark

In the past many different ma-
terials have been employed in the
fields of the graphic arts in order
to protect the paper used for its
support. The choice of material has
always been dependent upon the
avaifability and type of handling
P_rocedure preferred at a point in
ime,

The leafcasting method involves
working with a suspension of cel-
lulose fibers in water. It offers all
the aesthetic and physical charac-
teristics that conservators would
like to achieve in conserving paper
and is also reversible.

Leafcastin(i Is a technique that
has been evolving for the past 30
years. A common trait of all ma-
chines deveIoP_ed to date is that they
work discontinuously, i.e., they
run throughout a complete work-
ing cycle (moqntm% of wire and ob-
jects, calculation of fiber amounts,
pumping of fiber suspension, and
suction ofwater) to produce a batch
of finished sheets.

To utilize leafcasting for mass-
scale restoration treatment, this
work rhythm must be broken and
changed to a continuous process.
Since 1981 Per Laursen has collab-



Leafcasting machine at the Deutsche Bib liothek (IFLA/PAC regional center in

Leipzig, German Democratic Republic).

Line drawing of Danish leafcastin
machine. Overall machine length: 4.1

meters; length ofwire band: 8.23 meters;
effective width ofwire band: 0.6 meters.
The velocity of the wire band variesfrom
0.5 to 3 meters/minute.

m.«« 56 588
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orated with an engineer to develop
a machine capable of casting sheets
on an endless, continuously running
wire band. Since 1981 three en-
f(Wuneermg models of the machine
ave been built. Funds to support
continued development of the
machine have been received from
the Nordic Council for Scientific
Information and Research
(NORDINFOQ). _

The central idea of this type of
machine is that a suction chamber,
limited b%_ rolls, has been desqned
within which a constant water level
can be maintained while the wire
band moves forward. The area-
meas_urln(}; method for determining
the size of the loss that the leafcast-
ing must fill consists of a closed-loop
requlating system that is integrated
into the machine. Over a range of
damage-area sizes it maintains a
constant, pre-adjusted ratio of pulp
feed to damaged areas entering the
machine. The measuring part of the
regulator combines optical sensors
that control feed pumps. .

To date, four continously running
machines have been built and de-
livered to workshoFs in Denmark,
the Federal Republic of Germany,
and the German Democratic
Re[?ubllc. _ .

For more information; Per
Michael Laursen, Baunebjergvej
113, DK-3050 Humlebaek,
Denmark.



Meeting of Directors of Western

European Libraries

In February 1987 the heads of
western European libraries met in
Lishon, Portugal. Representatives
from the national libraries of
Denmark, the Federal Republic of
Germany, France, Greece, Lux-
embourg, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Portugal, Spain, and the
United Kingdom and from the
Vatican Library discussed topics of
mutual interest.

Part of the meeting was devoted
to issues of preservation and con-
servation. The participants con-
cluded that first priority should be
given (in collective terms) to the
creation of a register or registers of
all documents 1:prese_rved and avail-
able in microform in Europe and
the decision was taken to ask for
support from the European Com-
mission for such purpose. In addi-
tion, it was decided that a code
should be added to bibliographic
records, both future and retrospec-
tive, to identify items available in
microform or otherwise preserved.

Participants also agreed to seek
support from the European Com-
mission in two other areas. Taking
into account appraisal work aIrea_dJ
In progress (such as of mass deacid-
ification processes), sugport would
be sought for a research and devel-
opment program on mass preser-
vation that will examine both the
technical and financial dimensions
of the problem. The other area in
which special support would also be
sought is that of preservation and
conservation in southern Europe,
which is particularly affected by
problems associated with climate.
~The national library representa-
tives in attendance acknowledged
that national libraries have some
responsibility for the preservation
and conservation of documents

held by libraries of new indepen-
dent nations with former political
and cultural links with European
countries.  Finally, participants
decided to draw the attention of
other professional groups (authors,
publishers, and paper manufac-
turers) to their responsibility for
preserving present and future doc-
uments. The national libraries also
committed themselves to issuing fu-
ture preservation quidelines for
those concerned with the produc-
tion of printed documents.

The next meetmﬁ ofthe[\?roup,
organized by Kurt Nowak
(Deutsche Bibliothek, F.R.G.), will
take place in the Federal Republic
of Germany in June 1988. The
agenda will include discussions of
CONSPECTUS, use of CD-
ROM in Europe, developments in
preservation and conservation since
the last meeting, and possibilities
for European cooperation in
preservation microfilming.

New Consgrvation
Or([;,anlzanon I
Lalin America

The First Inter-American Round-
table of Centers of Excellence in the
Field of Conservation of Books,
Documents, and Photographic
Materials took place in~ Santo
Dommgro on September 28-30,
1987. The meeting, sponsored by
the Organization of American States
(OAS), brought together for the first
time over twenty paper and Ehot_o-
%ap_h conservators from Brazil,

exico, Venezuela, the Dominican
Republic, and the United States.
The purpose of the meeting was to
create a regional conservation infor-
mation exchange network in Latin

America and to plan strategies for
its future development. _

Participants 'in the meeting
agreed to form a new organization,
the Asociacion Interamericano de
Conservacion Bibliograficay Docu-
mental (ACBIDOC), and a Mexi-
can secretariat for planning was
created to draw up bylaws.
ACBIDOC will fit into and en-
hance the existing Mexican conser-
vation infrastructure presently
occupied by the Comite Per-
manente de Conservacion de
Documentos, Libros y Materiales
Graficos (CODOLMAG) and the
Escuela Nacional de Conservacion,
Restauracion y Museografia (the
only formal paper conservation
school in Latin America).

Three other secretariats (from
the Dominican Republic, Brazil,
and Venezuelaf) were also assigned
to coordinate future activities and
to respond to technical inquiries
from conference participants. They
will compile and disseminate tech-
nical information and publications;
identify training needs and re-
sources; and provide information
on new technology, equipment,
and materials. _

In addition, a committee was
formed to develop a computer-
based glossary of conservation
terms and definitions in English,
Spanish, Portuguese, French, and
Dutch—the five Iangua_?es of the
OAS. The glossary will expand
upon existing terminology lists and
will include definitions for terms
having more than one meaning,
depending on local usage.

Both OAS and the Graduate
Conservation Education Program
of the School of Library Service,
Columbia University (New York),
which is beginning to train gradu-
ate level conservators from Latin
America, have offered help to the
group. The Columbia program will
assist with the preparation of the



glossary of technical terms and has
also indicated its willingness to
publish newsletters and to make
coFle_s of technical material avail-
able in Spanish. OAS will develop
a file containing the curriculum
vitae of Latin American conserva-
tors in order to assist both affiliated
and non-affiliated institutions in
selecting qualified conservators.

A second meeting of the group is
planned and will take place in Mex-
Ico in 1988. It will be devoted pri-
marily to organizational matters.
Also on the agenda are technical
presentations, on-site visits to view
adaptations of new technologies, and
the development of a code of ethics
for Latin American conservators.
Funds are also being sought to sup-
port post-conference in-service train-
Ing for some participants at one of
the Mexican institutions.

A representative from ACBIDOC
will attend the 1988 meeting of the
American Institute for Conserva-
tion in New Orleans to explain the
organization’s professional goals
and objectives. This occasion will
be the first of several efforts to de-
velop ties with related professional
associations around the world.

Cooperation
Between U.S.

and U.S.SR.

An American library delegation
sponsored by the International
Research and Exchanges Board
(IREX) of the American Council
of Learned Societies visited
Moscow and Leningrad July 26-
August 4, 1987 to negotiate a
general administrative Agreement
on Cooperation in Library Affairs.
The aglreemen_t establishes a bi-
national commission on library co-
operation between the American
Council of Learned Societies and the

Library Council ofthe U.S.S.R. for
1987-1991. The commission’s pro-
tocol oudines several specific projects
to be carried out during 1988-89.

One project will be a seminar
held in the U.S. to explore the is-
sue of access to library materials
through technology and preserva-
tion such as American/Soviet col-
laboration through reciprocal
e.xchan%e of machine-readable hib-
liographic tapes.

The delegation visited three
Soviet libraries with preserva-
tion/conservation programs, the
Saltykov-Shchedrin L|brar_¥) and
the Academy of Sciences Library,
both in Leningrad, and the Lenin
State Library in Moscow. Of these,
the Salt%kov-Shchedrm Library is
said to have the largest preserva-
tion program. This program is
divided into three sections: ﬁrese_r-
vation, restoration, and prophylaxis
(cleaning, disinfection, and fumi-
gatlon). The preservation section
as a staff of ten chemists, biolo-
gists, and physicists. The restoration
section has thirty-five staff mem-
bers, including rare book binding
specialists and ﬁaper CONSErvators.
Restoration techniques include leaf-
casting and impregnation.

Regarding mass deacidification,
Margarita G. Blank (Deputy Act-
ing Chief, Conservation and Pres-
ervation Section) said the lab had
experimented with the Wei T'0
book deacidification process and
with the Barrow two-step mag-
nesium bicarbonate process. She
expressed the desire to know more
about gaseous deacidification as
more information and equipment
becomes available.

During the next two Xears the
Americans and Soviets will explore
the pOSSIbIlItg of exchanging
machine-readable tapes to encour-
age international dissemination of
bibliographic data. While delegates
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did not have an opportunity to see
actual MARC tape production or
use, members were advised that
such activities are taking glace at
the All-Union Book Chamber (the
Soviet b|bllograph|.c_agency), at the
Institute of Scientific Information
in the Social Sciences (INION),
and at the Lenin State Library In
the Section on Information in Cul-
ture and Art (INFORMKULT).

A cooperative conservator ex-
change program is proposed for
1988, with the Northeast Docu-
ment Conservation Center (An-
dover, Massachusetts) serving as
host in the U.S. and the Library
Council ofthe U.S.S.R. serving as
coordinator in the Soviet Union.

Future collaboration hetween the
U.S. and U.S.S.R. is proposed in
art and museum librarianship. Ini-
tially, collaboration would involve
translation into Russian and
English of relevant thesauri and
mounting of this information on an
internationally accessible database.
Wider availability of library and
conservation terminology  will
greatly expedite codification and
International use of a single set of
terms, thus resulting in better in-
ternational communication regard-
ing matters of conservation.

These project components and
other planning issues will be dis-
cussed further at the 1988 Seminar
on Library Cooperation that is
planned to be held at the Library
of Congress prior to the 1988 an-
nual conference of the American
Library Association in New
Orleans.

[Mark Roosa, Library of Congress]



Preservation at [FLA Brighton, 1987

Preservation topics featured at four
open sessions at B_thton covered
Preservatlon and hibliographic_sys-
ems, the preservation ot audiovisual
materials, properties of ancient and
modern paper, and developments in
preservation in the Czechoslovak So-
cialist Republic. The developing
links between the library and ar-
chives world were well illustrated
by the report on the UNESCO-
funded survey into the current state
of the world’s patrimony in
libraries and archives. The report,
to be published by UNESCO,
served as a basis for discussion of
future progects and also formed the
subject of the ICA International
Roundtable on Preservation which
met in Italy in September 1987.

The Conservation Section now
has nineteen members and is for-
tunate in having recently attracted
new representatives from Jamaica,
Aruba, and Japan. The section
particularly wishes to ensure that
Its work links with the work of the
IFLA/PAC core program as well as
with work being undertaken by the
International Council on Archives,
two members of which sit on the
PAC Advisory Committee.

A number of new project areas
are being reviewed by section
members, mcludmg development
of preservation gui
ment of preservation needs, pro-
duction of audiovisual training

tools, and development of micro-

form standards. At the same time,

ajoint project has recently been ini-

tiated by the Conservation Section
and the Education and Training

elines, assess-

Section to consider the develop-
ment of quidelines for thelteachmg
of preservation for librarians an
archivists. Information on this
Bro;e_ct can be obtained from either

avid Clements (British Library,
U.K.) or Josephine Fang (Sim-
mons College, Boston, U.S.A.).

[David W. G. Clements, Chair
IFLA Conservation Section\

Opportunitiesfor discussion (above) and for examination of exhibits (below) en-
hanced The International Symposium on Newspaper Preservation and Access.



Symposium on Newspaper Preservation

ahd Access

The International Symposium
on Newspaper Preservation and
Access, sponsored by the Working
Group on Newsgape_rs, IFLA Sec-
tion on Serial Publications, was
held August 12-15, 1987 in Lon-
don (U.K.). The goal of the sym-
posium was to gather together for
the first time all who are concerned
with the task of maintaining and
mes_ervmg newspaper collections.

hile no common agreement was
reached regarding the best method
for preservation, a wide variety of
solutions to the mutually shared
problem of newspaper preservation
and access were discussed.

Participants were welcomed on
August 12th with a reception and
dinner where Robert Harriman
(Library of Congress), Chair of the
Working Group, set forth the mis-
sion of the s m?osmm. The pro-
gram began the following morning
with a keynote address by Sir
Denis Hamilton, former Editor-in-
Chief of The Times, London. Sir
Denis reflected on the mission of
The Times as a journal of record.
He observed that historians turn to
newspapers to see how events ap-
peared to people at the time they
occurred. He noted the need for
preservation of newspapers by
microfilming and through cooper-
ative efforts that would curtail
duplication of effort.

ichael Harris (University of
London) and Jeremy Black (Uni-
versity of Durham) spoke on the
hlstor¥ and bibliography of the
press from its beginnings as an in-
stitution in the 17t centur%
througih the changes of the 18t
and 19th centuries. Harris la-
mented the lack of bibliographic
control over newspapers and the
difficulties in locating information.

Black observed that commercial
publishers microfilm popular
newspapers, but that it is also es-
sential to preserve the more
ephemeral “free sheets.”

In a session on “Uses of the
Press: Current and Research Use
of Retrospective Holdings,” Den-
nis Griffiths, former Director of
Development for Express News-
papers (London) and Chair of the
session, traced the history of a
family-established newspaper, and
decried the loss in recent years of
Fress librarians. Roy Porter, a Fel-
ow of the Wellcome Institute for
the History of Medicine %Londpn),
discussed how social historians
might use newspapers—the televi-
sion of the 18th century—to learn
more about the Eeople who read
them. Helmuth er?man_n (Uni-
versity of Vienna) also discussed
the readership and circulation of
newspapers. The practice in the
Federal Republic of Germany of
interlibrary lending of original
newspapers was brouq_ht up by
Willi Holig, newspaper librarian at
the Preussischer ~Kulturbesitz
(F.R.G.), to the concern of many
of those gathered.

Moving on to matters of man-
agement and preservation, Else
Delaunay (Bibliotheque Nationale,
France) described the library’s sys-
tem of original newspaper storage
and actions taken to preserve de-
teriorating papers. The library at-
tempts to preserve newspapers in
their original format in addition to
a fairly comprehensive microfilm-
mg program. _ .

Johann Mannerheim (Kun Ilga
Biblioteket, Sweden) opened the
second day with a discussion of
Ereservatlon microfilming. He ac-

nowledged the conflict hetween
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use and preservation which is most
acute for brittle newspapers.
Mannerheim discussed the com-
P_Iex!tles of establlshln% a_micro-
|I_m|n? program and the issue of
micrororms versus originals. The
rest of the da?; was devoted to a se-
ries of workshops on microfilming
and conservation technology, in-
cluding discussions of such topics
as national policies for newspaper
preservation and the establishment
of priorities.

~On the final day of the sympo-
sium, descriptions of newspaper
preservation in several countries
were presented. lan Gibb, former
Director of Public Services at the
British Library, observed in sum-
mary that each country’s program
included investigation and plan-
ning, bibliographic control, and
preservation. While IFLA has es-
tablished standards for the preser-
vation and access of newspapers, it
does not suggest a methodology for
a country.

oth IADA Congress
In Berlin

Participants from over twenty
countries attended the 6th Con-
gress of the Internationale Arbeits-
emeinschaft der Archiv-, Biblio-
theks- und Graphikrestauratoren
gIADA), which coincided with the
0th anniversary of the organiza-
tion and took place in Berlin
(F.R.G.) October 5-10, 1987. Pa-
pers presented during the five-day
meeting covered a variety of topics
relating to the preservation of
books and paper-based materials,
including reports on current re-
search, case studies of different
treatments, and discussions of pro-
fessional issues relating to conser-
vation.
Several papers related to mass
conservation technology and tech-



niques. Research underway at the
British Library in paper strength-
ening was summarized by David
Clements (U'K'%' Otto Waechter
and Walter Ruhm (Austria) de-
scribed the process in use at the Na-
tional Library of Austria for the
mass conservation of newspapers.
Papers by Richard D. Smith
U.S.A.), Merrily A. Smith
U.S.A.), and Frangoise Flieder
France) discussed mass deacidifi-
cation of paper. Per M. Laursen
(Denmark?desc_rlbed his system for
restoring losses in paper with a con-
tinuous leafcasting machine.
Other presentations included a
description of the preservation pro-
ram for libraries and archives in
aden-W_uerttemberg.(F.R..G.) by
Gerd Brinkhus, a discussion hy
Juergen Krochmann (F.R.G.) of
illumination for exhibits containing
light-sensitive materials, and a re-
port on the use of microwaves for
drying wet paper by Astrid-
Christiane Brandt (France).
Although the language of the
conference was German, some
papers were also available to par-
ticipants in French or Em};hsh. For
more information: Ernst Bartelt,
IADA Conference Organizer,
Staatshibliothek Preussischer Kul-
turbesitz, Potsdamerstr. 33,
D-1000 Berlin 30, Federal Repub-
lic of Germany.

Newsfrom PAC

PAC Advisory Committee
Formed

The Advisory Committee for
PAC has been formed and its first
meeting was held at IFLA Brighton
on August 16, 1987. Ma%da trebl
(Austria) will serve as Chair of the
eleven-member committee for the
next two years. Committee mem-
bers will serve for a period of either

two or four years. Members serving
for four years are Magda Strebl,
Jean-Marie Amoult (France), David
W. G. Clements (U.K.), and S.
Ferguson (Jamaica). Members serv-
nEP for two years are M. Foot
MK.), G. Gattermann (F.R.G.),

. Roper (UK.), H. Roetzsch
(G.D.R.), Marianne Scott (Can-
ada), and A. Yasue (JaFang. As
Director of PAC, Merrily Smith
(U.S.A.?_ will serve on the commit-
tee inderinitely. At its first meeting
the activities of PAC at the interna-
tional focal point in Washington and
at the regional centers in France and
the German Democratic Republic
were summarized. The balance of
the meeting was spent discussing a
BOSI'[IOH paper about PAC prepared
y Merrily Smith,

Staff Assistant for PAC

A full-time staff assistant has
been hired to work for the PAC
core program at the international
focal point. Joan Futscher isa grad-
uate of the Catholic University of
America Library School and has
been an employee ofthe Library of

Congress since 1978. Her duties in-
clude drafting responses to requests
for information, draftlng copy for
and overseeing the production of
the international newsletter, and
coordinating communication with
the PAC regional centers.

New Regional Center Named

The National Library of Vene-
zuela has been named as a regional
center of PAC. The center, di-
rected by Lourdes Blanco, officially
began operation inJanuary 1988.
Plans are already underway for
everal projects, m_cludmgi the
production of an audiovisual pro-
gram in Spanish on disaster pre-
paredness and response.

Preservation Calendar

May 10-12 (Ottawa, Canada)
International Symposium on
Conservation in Archives: Cur-
rent Dimensions and Future De-
velopments to take place at the
National Archives of Canada. The

Joan Futscher, StaffAssistant to PAC at the international focal point.
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conference is intended primarily for
|laboratory directors and managers
in charge of planning and imple-
menting preservation programs
and seeks to provide information
on the problems that conservation
poses and possible solutions to them.
Sessions will be organized into seven
subject areas: parchment, paper,
Bhotographs, standards, magnetic
ases, computerized techniques of
the future, and management. Pre-
sentations will be given in either
French or English and simultaneous
translation will be provided into
either language. For information:
International Colloguium on Con-
servation, C.P. 3162, Succursale D,
glflt?wa, Ontario, Canada KIP

August 27-September 3 (Sydney,
Australia) .

International Federation of
Library Associations (IFLA)
General Conference at the Uni-
versity of New South Wales and
Library Association of Australia
25th Biennial Conference. Forin-
formation: IFLA Headquarters,
POB 95312, 2509CH The Hague,
Netherlands.

September 18 (Kcyoto, Japan)
Meeting on Control of Museum
Climate in Asian and Pacific
Area to take place at the Krot_o
Hotel. The meeting will be held in
conjunction with the International
Institute for Conservation Con-
gress in collaboration with the
Working Group on Climate and
Lighting Control of the ICOM
Committee for Conservation. The
topic of discussion will be the cur-
rent situation of climate control in
Asian and Pacific area museums
and possible solutions to their prob-
lems. For information: Nobuyuki
Kamba, Museum Science Depart-
ment, National Museum ofJapan-
ese History, 117 Jyonai-cho,

Sakura, Chiba, Japan 285.

Kibe, Toru, ed. CAP: Conserva-

tion & Preservation. Tokyo, Toru
Kibe, August 1986-.

~This monthly newsletter, pub-
lished inJapanese, was first issued
In August 1986. It contains news
related to book conservation and
Freservatlon which has been se-
ected from periodicals %mostly
non-Japanese) listed on the last
page of each issue. It also intro-
duces various books published out-
side Japan. The editor offers to
make available to readers the origi-
nal publications from which his In-
formation is obtained, either by
loan through the mail or by pho-
tocopying to the extent allowed by
law. CAP has no copyrights except
those for which translation rights
have been acquired. The editor en-
courages reproduction and further
distribution of the newsletter by all
interested parties.

Gwinn, Nancy E., ed. Preservation
Mlcrofllmlng; A Guidefor Librari-
ans and Archivists. Chicago, Ameri-
can Library Association, 1987,

_This manual was written to as-
sist administrators in planning and
implementing preservation micro-
filming projects. It discusses each
step in the production of preserva-
tion microform_masters, in the
library’s or archives” overall plan-
ning, selection, and preparation of
materials to be filmed; provision of
bllbllodgraphlc. control for micro-
filmed materials; and storage and
care of master negatives. The guide
gives instruction on such matters as
contracting for filming services, es-
tablishing good quality control rou-
tines, and estimating costs. The
manual itself includes references to
standards, guidelines, and other
documents; checklists; and a sam-
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ple contract and other forms.
Chapters in the book were drafted
by ‘experts in preservation and
micrographics and reviewed by a
group of sixteen librarians, archi-
vists, administrators, and Brese_rva-
tion professionals before publication.

Publications

~Smith, Merrily A., ed. Preserva-
tion of lerary Materials. IFLA
Publication 40/41. Munich: K. G.
Saur, 1987.

This two-volume set presents the
papers from the Vienna Confer-
ence on Preservation of Librar
Materials held April 7-10, 1986,
and sponsored by the Conference
of Directors of National Libraries
incooperation with IFLA and
UNESCO. Designed as a forum to
exchange information on preserva-
tion problems and their possible so-
|utions, the conference included
both technical and theoretical pa-
pers presented hy thirty-nine
speakers from seventeen countries.
~The first volume contains sec-
tions on preservation policy world-
wide, planning for preservation,
cooperation in preservation, and
emerging technologies in library
preservation. The second volume
together under the subjects of policy
and training, reproduction of library
materials, storage and handling, and
treatment and environment,

The papers, all in English, are
frequently supplemented by hiblio-
?raphlg references, and footnotes.
n addition, each paper is accom-
Eanled by an abstract in English,

rench, and German. Volume 2
contains a comprehensive index for
both volumes. The 305-page set is
printed on acid-free paper,
Slmt the-sewn, and case-bound in
cloth.
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