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The BCN: Who we are 

• BCN: The Library of the National Congress of Chile 
• Bicameral System: Senate and Deputy Chamber 
• BCN is the third member or legislative Power 
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The BCN: Who we are 

• Mission (extract) 
• To support the Parliamentary Community in its constitutional functions (To make 

laws and Control). 
• Provide products and services of information, based in quality, accessibility, on time, 

relevancy and neutral politically (example The Pupitre System) 
• Contribute to linking between the National Congress of Chile and the citizens. 
• Provide access to its legal and historical heritage. 
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Information Technology Department at BCN 

  

• We research about the application of new technologies and bibliographic 
standards like Akomantoso and RDA, for the library services 

 

• We development systems about knowledge management 

• for example visualization of national budget 

 

• We align technological projects with the strategic plan of the BCN 



BCN Numbers 



The News Service 

• BCN has a press service since 1950 started with the collection of printed 
newspapers, It was printed clippings legislation articles 

• In 2000 we introduce a digitalization of press clippings and electronic consultations 

• The system evolved to acquires the services from a provider of press clippings 
scanned with OCR 

• We  developed an in house system, for consultation, according to the use 
requirements from researchers and parliamentarians. 

• Collects press  news published from different media:   

• 79 Newsmagazines, 137 newspapers, broadcast news: 14 radio, 15 TV and 
television), and Internet news: 95 online journals. 



The News Services (main screen) 

Main screen with an universal search 
box,  and filters for media and dates. 
 
This example is searching  for 
Transportation in all media between 
07/01/16 and 08/01/16 
 
• At the left shows the links to the 

articles about the topic 
• At the right shows the media and 

number of hit of the topic 



The News Services (clicked article) 



The Pupitre System:  

 

• Is a personalized subsystem, only for  parliamentarians whose main objective is  
 
 

• To delivers news of interest for the parliamentarian when they are working in the 
meeting room of the parliament, in a customized way,  focused on each 
parliamentarian and the topic of their individual interest.  
 

 



The Parliamentary Meeting Rooms 
Senate of Chile 
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The Parliamentary Meeting Rooms 

•   

 
 

 

         Chamber of Deputies (120 deputies)                             Senate (38 senators) 



The Pupitre System 

• The BCN installed the access for Pupitre system on the screen of the computer 
assigned to each parliamentarian, in both meeting rooms 

• Is an exclusive news system for access only for parliamentarian with automatic 
recognition, according to his/her seat.  

 
 



The Pupitre System:  
 

• Its main characteristics are: 
• Automatic authentication in the computer of the meeting room assigned to each 

parliamentarian 
• On-the-fly displays The last news: 

• Where the parliamentarian is mentioned 
• Where the political party of the parliament is mentioned 
• News about topic of the parliamentarian interest 

• Shows the Outstanding news of the last weeks (hot topics) 
• Allows define topics:  A set of searches saved for the parliamentarian retrieved with 

updated news.  
• Filtered search news by date, by media.    



The Pupitre System:  
 

• Main screen options 

• My News 

• My Political Party 

• Outstanding News 



My News (Mi prensa)​ 

The system shows a list of the most recent news where the 
name of the parliamentarian appears mentioned in the title 
or in the detail of the article.  
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This can be appreciated in figure 2-A, the button “Mi prensa” is active and it shows 15 hits.




My Political Party (Mi partido)​ 
Similar list for the parliamentarian´s political party.  
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Outstanding News and News Map (Hot Topics) 

  

 

List the currently recurrent topics in the press, for 
the last week 
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Search 
The topic search can be saved in the system as a 
personal topic and updated in each access  
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The keywords represent a topic of interest, they have a group of media and a range date (1 week, 2 months) associated, and they can be saved in the system as a personal topics list “Mis temas”.  This way, each time the parliamentarian enters the system reviews his/her custom searches and the pupitre system automatically retrieves fresh published news respect to each topic. 



My Topics 
When the parliamentarian has a saved topic, the system 
shows fresh news for this topic in the next access. 
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Conclusions 

• The Library of Congress of Chile developed a powerful tool of news, with 
customized information for each parliamentarian  

• Pupitre system delivers: news, topics and contingency in a customized view, and 
it is not necessary visiting multiple web sites of the news media.  

• The system saves time and efforts for search 

• The results obtained shows a parliamentary community more informed and with 
a new useful tool for their legislative work. 
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Future Work 
• We want to give access to Pupitre system through the parliamentarian's 

cellphone and tablets 

•  For that reason we are testing authentication in Android and Apple’s systems.  

•  The first automatic authentication tests, in mobile devices, have been successful. 



Thank you for your attention 
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